
 

 
 

 

 Occidental County Sanitation District
Past Milestones and Steps Towards Solutions 

Facility upgraded to a package style plant at the 
lift station. 

Graham’s Pond begins to be used as a storage 
pond. 

Draft EIR evaluates a pipeline to the Russian 
River County Sanitation District (RRCSD), 
dismissed based on opposition; or a leach 

field above Camp Meeker, dismissed based on 
permitting requirements. 

EIR evaluates a combined Occidental and Camp 
Meeker solution with a pipeline to the RRCSD. 
Dismissed on community opposition and cost. 

The District installs a new sewer trunk main, 
reducing stormwater inflow into the collection 

system by more than 40 percent. 

District offers to replace poor-performing 
laterals to reduce inflow to the WWTP. 

Scoping meeting for the construction of a 
new pond on the Loades’ property. Based on 

landowner opposition the Water Agency decided 
not to move forward with the project. 

Request for Information (RFI) sent to explore 
low-cost options to rebuild or upgrade the 

existing plant. Storage and reuse feasibility in 
Harrison Grade Road area evaluated. 

Community meeting to provide an update on the 
responses to the RFI and to discuss treatment 

options. 

Community meeting to discuss the potential 
project and timeline. 

Request for Qualifications released and 
proposals received from design consultants. 

Complete environmental process and 
project design. 

North Coast Regional Water Quality Control 
Board requires compliance with CDO. 
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The first Occidental Wastewater Treatment Plant 
(WWTP) began operation. 

System managers abandon the package plant and 
move the treatment to the Druids cemetery site. 

Operation of the District changes hands from 
Sonoma County Public Works to the Sonoma 
County Water Agency. 

Draft EIR evaluates a joint Occidental and Camp 
Meeker solution with tertiary treatment at the 
current facility site. Dismissed based on cost. 

Water Use Efficiency Program launches and 
offers direct installs for high efficiency fixtures. 

Regional Board issues a Cease and Desist Order 
(CDO) to end storage of recycled water in 
Graham’s Pond by 2018. 

Regional Board requires 60% design plans for 
storage and disposal project to address 2013 
CDO. 

Community meeting to discuss 2018 compliance 
mandates, constraints and next steps. Discussion 
to identify possible storage and irrigation 
locations. 

Letters to property owners in the Harrison 
Grade Road area to gauge interest in 
using recycled water. 

Harrison Grade residents express interest for 
recycled water representing irrigable acreage and 
8 acre-feet of storage. 

Information on conservation programs for 
composting toilets and low flow fixtures are hand 
delivered to rate payers. 

Scoping meeting for Initial Study for California 
Environmental Quality Act environmental 
analysis and documentation. 

Project construction spring – fall 2017. 



 

 
 

 Occidental County Sanitation District
Recycled Water Project 

The Problem 
The Occidental County Sanitation District 
(District) currently discharges recycled water 
into a pond located at the headwaters of Dutch 
Bill Creek during the summer and to Dutch 
Bill Creek during the winter. An order by the 
North Coast Regional Water Quality Control 
Board (Regional Board) requires the District 
to stop releasing recycled water into the pond 
by 2018. The District is examining feasible 
projects that will minimize rate increases while 
ending releases into the pond. 

The Project 
The proposed Project would include upgrading the treat-
ment system and building a recycled water pipeline to 
provide water for agricultural irrigation. 
Upgrades to the Waste Water Treatment Facility (WWTF) 
would improve the recycled water quality to tertiary stan-
dards and help bring the District into compliance with the 
permit requirements for discharge into Dutch Bill Creek. 
The proposed Project would include a recycled water 
pipeline that could potentially be located along county 
roadways in and east of Occidental, including: Occiden-
tal-Camp Meeker Road, Bohemian Highway, Graton Road, 
Occidental Road, Harrison Grade Road, and Morelli Lane. 
The proposed Project would also need offstream recycled 
water storage, preferably on property located along the 
proposed recycled water pipeline route. 

The Process 
The Sonoma County Water Agency (Water Agency), which 
operates the WWTF, is moving forward on two tracks (en-
vironmental and design) to ensure the Project is complete 
by the 2018 deadline. 
The Water Agency will follow the guidelines of the Califor-
nia Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), beginning with the 
preparation of an Initial Study. The Initial Study is a pre-
liminary analysis of the project’s potential environmental 
impacts, and will be used to determine whether a Negative 
Declaration of Impact or an Environmental Impact Report 
(EIR) will be prepared. A Negative Declaration of Impact 
will be issued if there is no evidence that the project may 
have a significant effect on the environment. An EIR would 
analyze potential environmental impacts of the project out-
lined in the scope of the Initial Study, and identify mitiga-
tion measures and alternatives to the proposed project. 
On the design track, in fall 2014 the Water Agency released 
a Request for Qualifications (RFQ), followed by a Request 
for Proposal (RFP) for the top ranked firms. The Water 
Agency received proposals from three firms in December 
2014 and is currently in negotiations with the firm that sub-
mitted the most thorough, comprehensive proposal. When 
both design engineering and the CEQA process are com-
plete the Water Agency will advertise for bids to construct 
the project, which is expected to take place spring-fall 
2017. 

What you can do now 
The Notice of Preparation (NOP) for the Initial Study is 
available at www.sonomacountywater.org/OCSD. Com-
ments are due by 5 p.m., Thursday, January 22, and should 
be sent to Senior Environmental Specialist Jeff Church at 
jchurch@scwa.ca.gov or mailed to 404 Aviation Boulevard, 
Santa Rosa, 95403. 
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