
Steps for Analyzing Alternatives to Address 
Groundwater Depletion 

From Five Year Review Report (2014) 
 

1) Panel/TAC to identify potential technical, regulatory, land use and institutional 
response action alternatives to mitigate declining groundwater levels.  Response 
action alternatives could include but are not limited to additional water supply 
programs, conservation and efficiency programs, increased data collection and 
reporting, implementation of land use strategies, regulatory responses, and 
institutional approaches.   In Process – initial list of alternatives and 
assumptions developed.  Will be refined upon completion of model 
calibration. 
 

2) Panel/TAC will develop screening criteria to evaluate the viability of possible 
response action alternatives. Completed. 
 

3) Panel/TAC will prioritize response action alternatives and develop scenarios 
consisting of one or more of these alternative actions, and evaluate how effective the 
alternative actions might be in mitigating declining groundwater levels. In Process 
– prioritization and development of scenarios will be done upon completion 
of model calibration. 
 

4) Refine conceptual model in the southern Sonoma Valley and refine MODFLOW 
groundwater flow model to support scenario based planning. In Process – model 
calibration anticipated to be completed late 2015.   
 

5) TAC to work with Panel and SVGMP staff for input and review on the scenario 
based planning to include baseline conditions, no action alternative, and a range of 
climate impacts and land use changes.  In Process – assumptions for baseline land 
use/climate change conditions being developed.  Develop scenarios for 
modeling late 2015/early 2016. 
 

6) Panel ultimately to approve response action alternatives screening and make 
recommendations regarding any technical or policy proposals that come out of 
the process. To be completed following scenario modeling.  Likely in mid-2016. 
 

7) Community outreach will be needed throughout this process to educate local 
stakeholders of basin conditions, inform them of possible response action 
alternatives, policy recommendations and consider their input.  Ongoing. 
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Alternatives Analysis Process to Address Groundwater Depletion is consistent with 
SGMA requirements and form framework for GSA to develop and implement GSP
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