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UPCOMING MEETINGS FOR 2015

BAP - Thursdays - 2:00-5:00PM - Sonoma Community Center

October 22, 2015

TAC - Wednesdays - 9:00-11:30AM - Valley of the Moon Water District

September 9 October 14 November 18* August & December - no mtg
* Second Wednesday in November is a holiday

MEETING PARTICIPANTS

e Keith Abeles, Sonoma Resource Conservation District

* (Cassandra Liu, Sonoma Ecology Center

* Norman Gilroy, Community Alliance of Family Farms

* David Goodison, City of Sonoma

* Jennifer Gray, Supervisor Susan Gorin’s Office

* Jay Jasperse, Sonoma County Water Agency

e Vicki Hill, BAP Member and Well Owner

e Vicki Mulas, BAP Member and Well Owner

* Dan Muelrath, Valley of the Moon Water District

* Karla Noyes, Sonoma Resident

* Maggie Salenger Haywood, Well Owner

* Bill Keene, Sonoma County Agricultural Preservation and Open Space District
* Tito Sasaki, North Bay Ag Alliance

* John Macleod, Macleod Family Vineyard

* Gina Bartlett, Consensus Building Institute — Guest Speaker

STAFF IN ATTENDANCE

* Andy Rich, Sonoma County Water Agency

* Marcus Trotta, Sonoma County Water Agency

e Tim Parker, Technical Consultant to the SVGMP

SUSTAINABLE GROUNDWATER MANAGEMENT ACT - STAKEHOLDER
ASSESSMENT FOR SONOMA COUNTY - GINA BARTLETT, CONSENSUS BUILDING
INSTITUTE

Gina Bartlett, with the Consensus Building Institute, provided an update on the
stakeholder assessment on Groundwater Sustainability Agency formation she is
conducting for the Sonoma County Water Agency and County of Sonoma.

Overview of the assessment
* A groundwater sustainability agency is required to be formed by June 2017
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* In Sonoma County there are three medium priority basins, and Sonoma Valley is
one of those basins
* There are five GSA-eligible local agencies in the Sonoma Valley
o Valley of the Moon Water District
o City of Sonoma
o County of Sonoma
o Sonoma County Water Agency
o North Bay Water District
* Within all three medium priority basins that are subject to SGMA in Sonoma
County there are currently 11 GSA-eligible local agencies

What's been heard so far from these GSA-eligible local agencies and from local

stakeholders includes:

* The GSA Board should not mix elected officials and staff

* There are concerns about adequate representation of rural residential and
agriculture stakeholders

* There are also concerns about the County/PRMD being a GSA

* Some would like Cal American and agriculture to be represented on the GSA but
others worry that could overwhelm the cities

* People are worried about forming a GSA with a JPA type of legal agreement -cite
the Sonoma County Waste Management structure as a bad example - there is a
concern about the time it took to reach consensus on the Santa Rosa Plain and
Groundwater Management Plan

* Stakeholders recognize the county is the default and that the county has to be
involved

There are different ways to structure a GSA to maintain local control in the basin

* Oneideais to have a GSA in each basin to maintain local control, and at the same
time, use shared resources, for example, for hydrogeology and data management

* Some like the idea of a countywide GSA with shared resources and cost, but also
recognize that a county-wide GSA Board would be too big and overwhelming.
Some recommended looking at the LAFCO-model

People have expressed that the desirable attributes of a GSA include:

e Strong technical capacity

* Trackrecord

* Local interest represented

* Interest to use existing work on groundwater management programs
* Decision-making to consider fair representation and population

e Agriculture, County, city and rural interests represented

* Distinguish those cities using more groundwater for supplies

* Butdon't weight based on water use-want to increase conservation

* Question from Panel Member: Could Sonoma Ecology Center be represented on
the GSA?
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o Answer: They currently do not meet the definition of a GSA-eligible entity
under SGMA, but a JPA agreement structure could allow representatives to
be appointed-subject to agreement of local agencies on GSA. An example of
this is the Sacramento Groundwater Authority

Panel Member perspectives and questions:

In a basin you share the same water resources

One County-wide GSA seems too political

Santa Rosa Plain and Sonoma Valley have collaborative foundations already

working on groundwater with trust that has been well-developed over years and

should continue

Important that we leverage what we already have with existing GMPs

At individual well level it is difficult to manage and or regulate

One of the things to keep in mind is not just agriculture and rural setting but

other kinds of stakeholders in rural setting, and this should be bottom-up and

not just top-down

There could be representation at multiple levels on the GSA

North Bay Water District trying to redefine boundaries in next month or so to

expand to include more of the rural agricultural areas of the Sonoma Valley and

part of Petaluma Valley

Are there examples where an advisory panel is effective?

o Sonoma Valley has been cited as a good example in other places

GSA can levy fees and curtail pumping, which requires stakeholder involvement

and outreach

If we didn't address collaboratively, the county still has powers to regulate

groundwater

We can come up with all the recommendations we want, but powerful political

groups will push back and then the effort will not succeed, if we are not being

proactive

How does the Russian River and basins figure in?

o Three different groundwater basins cover the Russian River

o Water imported from the Russian River to Sonoma Valley comes from
reservoirs and Russian River not from groundwater for Russian River
supplies.

The city looks at planning future supplies through its’ urban water management

plan and this works for the city

There will be political push back so we need to have representation

We need to act because of deadlines and we really don't have time to drag feet

on forming a GSA

Any public agency has the right to form a GSA for their own service area, but not
looked on favorably by DWR
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NBWD working now to set up expansion and to submit application to LAFCO-
more people are interested to join and be included - and want to be part of the
GSA in the Sonoma Valley

Currently trying to draft the boundaries of the expanded water district

Some think that a GSA is primarily regulatory

The GSA has to develop a groundwater sustainability plan

NBWD objective is to secure more water in order to make groundwater basin
sustainable

We have to do it to have enough water for survival

Some think every property owner should belong to some agency on a GSA

GSA-Eligible Agency Meetings

The GSA-eligible local agencies have had 2 meetings so far which have been
more process oriented The next step is to review options for GSA formation

4 monthly meetings are scheduled into the future

The Panel recommended an Op-Ed for the Tribune or Sonoma paper also to talk
with Chambers and Growers

Some think that the local agencies are meeting behind closed doors privately,
plotting without stakeholders, and are not comfortable with this closed planning
process

There will be a public meeting in the coming months to share information on
SGMA and gather initial perspectives on options for GSA formation

One recommendation is to set up a webpage

The GSA-eligible local agency outreach committee will look at a possible website
and decide about timing and content

Suggested to make the website instructive and not confusing

Does the county have list of residential well owners?

o No, simply because many wells were installed before late 1950s when Well

Drillers logs and permits first became required. In the past when mailings
have been done to target well owners, mailers are sent out to owners of
parcels that are outside of public water system service areas.

BASELINE FOR GROUNDWATER FLOW MODEL SCENARIOS

Staff presented process and some initial assumptions that will go into the model
baseline.

A number of alternatives will be combined into scenarios and these scenarios
will be run in the model

The model baseline will include demand changes related to population growth
and land-use change

For population and housing growth projections, sources of information will
include local general plans, regional agency projections, census data in the state
Department of Finance, and we will use the same intergroup incremental growth
metric extended outside beyond the general planning horizon
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* Forland-use assumptions, one area of focus will be on potential vineyard growth
and sources of information include industry trends, past history, and a vineyard
estimation model which is a multiple linear regression model to predict what
land is most likely to become vineyard in the future

* To account for uncertainty associated with the projections, a low and a high
growth rate will be used to bracket growth in the baseline

* The model baseline will include four climate change scenarios using two
different climate change models and two different CO2 emissions scenarios

¢ Staff will write up the assumptions for the model baseline

* The model calibration results will likely be presented at the September TAC
meeting and staff will start running baseline and alternative scenarios thereafter

ALTERNATIVES FOR SCENARIOS

Staff reviewed two handouts on the alternatives and assumptions being developed

and combined into scenarios for modeling for future water planning efforts being

developed

1) Preliminary Draft Screening Matrix of Proposed Technical Alternatives

2) Potential Yield in Acre-Feet - 20 Year Roll Out

* Possible technical alternatives include a number of options previously endorsed
by the Panel in the GMP for stormwater capture & recharge by infiltration,
stormwater capture and storage, banking of imported Russian River water with
wells, increasing recycled water, increasing conservation.

* Additional possible technical alternatives being screened with preliminary costs
and other criteria include surface water for in lieu substitution of groundwater,
pumping redistribution to reduce demand in depletion areas, salinity intrusion
mitigation, and seawater desalination.

* These alternatives have been preliminarily screened for a range of factors from
relative cost to readiness to proceed to implementability to effectiveness in
addressing groundwater depletion and more.

* The potential yield for nine of these alternatives is approximated in a table to
help give a preliminary understanding of the potential each alternative could
provide in the basin.

* Each alternative and option relies on a number of assumptions, and these
assumptions all have uncertainty associated with them and the TAC is
continuing to work to improve these alternatives prior to combining them into
scenarios for the model.

Comments from the Panel included

* Conservation is the most desirable and effective alternatives

* For the focused area outreach, funding programs for installing metering will be
very effective to increase conservation

* Conservation reduces the potential amount of recycled water available

* Desire to capture stormwater for a number of different beneficial uses, some of
which would require treatment
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Sonoma Developmental Center - it is going to be dismantled and sold - has its
own water system and could be considered as part of an alternative as well

UPDATES
Member News

Well Ordinance heard at Sonoma County Board of Supervisor’s July 215t meeting

o Passed conditionally with a few minor issues to be fixed regarding setback
language

o Still a well construction standards ordinance, and not a policy
implementation ordinance

o Board did ask for a number of agencies to meet and discuss water availability

Sonoma Resources Conservation District published an updated resource guide

on the Slow-it Spread-it Sink-it Store-it

o Should be available soon on the web and in hard copy

Basin Boundary will need to be decided as part of the GSA formation process and

DWR has draft emergency regulations for changing basin boundary from what is

in DWR Bulletin 118, which defines basins on the basis of the presence of alluvial

sediments which contain viable aquifers/aquifer systems

o For the Sonoma Valley, this is important to consider because the GMP is
watershed based, not just groundwater basin based, and the GMP includes
one subbasin and part of another subbasin

o Additionally, groundwater is produced not just from alluvial aquifers, but
there is also a significant amount of groundwater that comes from volcanic
aquifers

Legislative Update

o Wells logs became publicly available with the passage of the budget and the
Governor signing the budget trailer bills

o Also in budget trailer bills the Governor signed are emergency drought CEQA
exemption for groundwater replenishment projects, ordinances to change
land use and for well ordinances that reduce groundwater demand

o Modernizing adjudications in harmony with SGMA is another legislative
effort that is moving fast and is needed

o SGMA implementation continues to be a very intensive task at the state with
much ongoing work occurring as DWR moves forward emergency
regulations for basin boundary changes and groundwater sustainability plan
reviews

TAC Report

o The TAC is developing and refining a range of alternatives to help address the
depletion areas, including increased conservation, groundwater banking,
stormwater recharge, and increasing recycled water use.

o The Community-Based Outreach Subcommittee to the TAC is also moving
forward with the focused-outreach effort in the areas of groundwater
depletion and had its first organizational meeting on July 1
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ACTION ITEMS
¢ Staff will write up the assumptions for the model baseline

* TAC to continue progress developing Alternatives and Scenarios, and providing
input to the model update

* Next TAC September 9, 2015
e Next BAP October22, 2015
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