
 
 SONOMA VALLEY GROUNDWATER MANAGEMENT PROGRAM  

     2008 ANNUAL REPORT  

• Implemented 2008 Public Outreach Plan: updated web site 
(www.sonomacountywater.org/svgroundwater) and prepared fact sheets.  

• The Basin Advisory Panel met 4 times to oversee implementation of the groundwater plan, 
the Technical Advisory Committee met 10 times to advise on technical matters and the 
funding subcommittee met 3 times securing $275,000 in funding.  

• The California Department of Water Resources (DWR) funded facilitation services for the 
Basin Advisory Panel and Technical Committee.  

RECHARGE AREAS BEING IDENTIFIED  OUTREACH & STAKEHOLDER INVOLVEMENT  
2008 Progress  

• A new stream gage, installed on Sonoma Creek, will 
improve understanding in that part of the 
watershed and allow the Panel to couple recharge 
opportunities with flood control.  

• The Technical Advisory Committee worked with 
Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory on 
groundwater recharge age-dating study.  

VOLUNTEER GROUNDWATER-LEVEL MONITORING  FUNDING ADVANCES MONITORING 
AND INCREASES CONSERVATION  • 41 additional wells were added to the program in 2008, nearly doubling the number of water-

level measurements. 
• DWR and local trained volunteers coordinated the semi-annual measurement of water levels 

in nearly 100 wells using protocols developed with stakeholder guidance.  
• DWR grant funding was obtained for two new dedicated multi-depth monitoring wells. 
• The Panel and the Sonoma County Water Agency has set up a secure web-based data entry 

and management system for individuals to enter and analyze well data, called Web H20.  

The program received 2 grants in 2008 totaling $275,000:  
• A $250,000 DWR AB 303 grant to fund two new dedicated 

multi-depth monitoring wells and recharge area 
mapping.  The Panel ranked 2nd in a pool of over 120 
grant applications submitted across the state.  

• A $25,000 North Bay Watershed Association grant to 
conduct water saving assessments in the Valley.  CONSERVATION REDUCES GROUNDWATER USE  

• The Panel is implementing its $25,000 grant to conduct water saving assessments and make 
recommendations for other conservation activities tailored to the Sonoma Valley.  

• The Valley of the Moon Water District began offering water conservation programs and services to 
areas adjacent to the District.  

2008 Hydrologic/Groundwater Conditions 
     ANNUAL RAINFALL/SURFACE WATER CONDITIONS      GROUNDWATER CONDITIONS 

• Annual rainfall was approximately 75% of average in 2008 (22 inches at 
the City’s rain gage compared with the 50-year average of 29.5).  

• Annual discharge of Sonoma Creek measured at the USGS Agua Caliente 
gage was similarly approximately 75% of average in 2008 (38,600 acre-
feet in compared with the average of 51,800 acre-feet).  

• Of the 57 wells for which at least 5 years of groundwater-level data is 
available, approximately 30 appear to be relatively stable, 21 exhibit 
declining trends, and 6 show upward trends.  

• Two previously identified groundwater pumping depressions remain 
evident – Southeast of the City of Sonoma and Southwest of El Verano.  
Groundwater levels are locally below sea level in these areas.  

CONTINUE STAKEHOLDER INVOLVEMENT 
AND OUTREACH 

PROMOTE GROUNDWATER SUSTAINABILITY  
2009 Goals and Planned Activities 

• Conduct water conservation assessments using NBWA grant funds and use 
results to expand water conservation throughout Sonoma Valley, including 
agricultural users. 

• Perform groundwater recharge mapping using DWR grant funds to identify 
areas suitable for groundwater recharge enhancement projects. 

• Identify and plan projects that capture available stormwater from Sonoma 
Creek and its tributaries for recharge into the groundwater basin. 

• Explore feasibility of banking excess winter flows from the Russian River in 
the Sonoma Valley groundwater basin for storage and use in the summer. 

• Develop guidebook on implementing small-scale recharge, conservation, 
and reuse projects for landowners in coordination with the Southern 
Sonoma County Resource and Conservation District 

• Continue Panel and TAC meetings, prepare media outreach materials and 
conduct stakeholder briefings 

• Update existing Well Owner’s Guide to incorporate Sonoma Valley issues. 

• Expand Voluntary Groundwater-Level Monitoring Network by 
approximately 30 wells and continue coordinated semi-annual 
measurements. 

• Construct two new multi-depth monitoring wells using DWR grant funds to 
improve monitoring of groundwater-levels and salinity.  

• Increase use and utility of web-based data management system (WEBH2O) 

EXPAND GROUNDWATER-LEVEL PROGRAM 

http://www.sonomacountywater.org/svgroundwater


\So
no

ma
\G

IS
\M

XD
s\0

90
1_

GM
P 

An
nu

al 
Re

po
rt\F

igu
re 

2-1
 - E

xis
tin

g G
rou

nd
wa

ter
 Le

ve
l M

on
ito

rin
g a

nd
 Pr

op
os

ed
 Fu

tur
e P

rog
ram

_8
x1

1.m
xd

Sonoma Valley 
Groundwater Management Program 2008 Annual Report

GF

GF

#0

#0
#0

#0

#0

#0

#0

+U

!H+U

+U

+U!H

+U

!H
!H

+U

!H

+U

+U

!H !H

+U

!H
!H

+U

!H

#7#7

#7#7#7

!?

#7

!?

!?

!? !?

#7

!?

!(

!(

!(

!(
!(

!(

!(

!(!(

!(

!( !(
!(!(

!?

!(

!?

!(

!(

!?

!(
!(

!(

!(

!(

!?

!?

!(

!(!(
!(

!(

!?

!?

!?

!?

!(

!(

!(

!(

!?

!(

!?

!?

!?

!(

!(!(

!(

!?!?!?

!?

!?

!(

!?

!?

!?

!(

!?

!?

!(

!?

!?

!?

!?

!(

!(

!?

_̂

_̂

San Pablo Bay

Schell Slough
Rainbow Slough

Bush Slough

China Slough

Lake Suttonfield

Fern Lake

Hudeman Slough

Lake Josephine

Gravelly Lake
Lee Lake

Goose Lake

Wilson Creek

11458400

11458500

·|}þ37

·|}þ128

·|}þ29

·|}þ121

·|}þ116

·|}þ12

·|}þ121

·|}þ128

£¤101

² Figure
2-1

Created: January 30, 2009

Groundwater Monitoring Wells
!( New Volunteer Monitoring Wells
!? Existing Volunteer Monitoring Wells
+U Active DWR Monitoring Wells
!H Inactive DWR Monitoring Wells
#7 City of Sonoma and Valley of the Moon WD Public Supply Wells
_̂ Proposed Multi-level Monitoring Wells

Highest priority for increased monitoring coverage
Increased monitoring coverage needed
Monitoring coverage adequate
Monitoring coverage not needed or outside study area

GF Stream Gauges
Sonoma Creek
Streams
Water Bodies
Sonoma Valley Groundwater Management Program Area
Valley of the Moon Water District
City of Sonoma
Area of reclaimed water use
Sonoma Valley Treatment Plant
Interstate Route
US Route
State Route
Roads

Groundwater Level Monitoring Network
0 1 2 3 4 50.5

Miles

1:185,000

Note: Map must be printed at paper size 
8.5x11 for the representative fraction to be correct

DRAFT

A  B  C  D  E  F  G  H  I  J  K  L  M  N  O  P  Q  R  S  T

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

LAKE

SONOMA NAPA

YOLO

MARIN

COLUSAMENDOCINO

SOLANO

SAN MATEO

ALAMEDA

CONTRA COSTA

SANTA CLARA

SAN FRANCISCO

SANTA CRUZ

P a c i f i c
O c e a n

Sonoma Valley 
Groundwater Management 

Program Area


	2008 SV GW Annual Report Flyer
	Pages from SonomaValleyGroundwaterFactSheet09



