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MEETING NOTES | December 8, 2011 
Santa Rosa Plain Basin Advisory Panel 
 
Meeting in Brief 
This was the inaugural meeting of the Basin Advisory Panel. Panel members discussed 
their involvement in water issues, their interests related to groundwater, and 
groundwater management planning issues would address to be an effective plan. The 
Panel reviewed its charter and general work plan. The Panel will meet the second 
Thursdays, in the morning, at the City of Santa Rosa Utilities Building. 
 
Action Items 

Timeframe Name Action Item 
2/1 Gina Provide communication outreach plan draft to BAP at meeting 

1/15 Marcus, Gina 
& SCWA staff 

Upgrade Webpage and explore using social media outlets 

1/12 Marcus Send link to Sonoma Valley GMP and bring CDs and hard copies 
for Panel Members who request 

3/1 All Give thought to Plan area (watershed vs. basin) and 
appropriate nomenclature for the planning effort 

1/12 Marcus Investigate cost and possibility of placing ads in the Press 
Democrat 

1/12 Gina Send roster to Panel members with name, emails and telephone 
 
Next Meeting: January 12, 9:00-12:00 
 Groundwater Basin Technical Issues  
 Groundwater Legal and Institutional Issues for the Santa Rosa Plain 
 Charter Refinement 
 Stakeholder Issues Assessment  

 
Project Team 
Marcus Trotta introduced himself and the project team, consisting of:  
 

Marcus Trotta, Project Manager from the Sonoma County Water Agency, is 
responsible for organizing meetings, facilitation and technical support. Marcus is 
not participating as the Water Agency’s decision maker on the panel. That role is 
filled by Jay Jasperse, Chief Engineer.  
 
Tim Parker, Technical Consultant from Parker Groundwater, will write the plan 
and provide guidance on groundwater technical, policy, and legal issues. 
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Mark Nordberg, California Department of Water Resources Project Manager, is 
available to provide technical support from a statewide perspective. DWR is also 
funding a portion of the facilitation contract.  
 
Gina Bartlett, Facilitator from the Center for Collaborative Policy, will provide 
facilitation, mediation, and outreach services.  
 

Plan Boundary 
Participants reviewed a map of the proposed plan boundary, which is for the Laguna de 
Santa Rosa watershed. The watershed boundaries extend beyond the Santa Rosa Plain 
groundwater basin. Assembly Bill 3030 providing guidance for groundwater 
management planning does not restrict jurisdiction to the groundwater basin. If the 
Panel decides that the groundwater management plan covers the watershed rather 
than just the basin, one participant suggested that Panel membership and the project 
name might need to be revisited because the issues in the upper watershed differ from 
the basin. The group agreed to discuss this further at a future meeting, specifically two 
issues: 
 The boundary for the groundwater management plan 
 Composition for the Panel if the watershed boundary selected 

 
Panel Organization 
The Basin Advisory Panel discussed its purpose, decision-making, and roles and 
responsibilities. The Panel’s charter discusses all these elements. 
 
Panel Composition 
Panel members will review the proposed Panel list and notify Gina if they have any 
concerns regarding representation. If the planning area includes the upper watershed, 
additional membership may be needed. Almost half the Panel members have a 
residential well, which increases representation of residential well owners, not 
organized in a specific interest group in the region. Panel members can help represent 
this important interest group in groundwater management planning. 
 
Public Outreach and Communication 
Some participants expressed concern about keeping the broader public informed about 
the effort underway. One participant suggested placing a display ad in the Press 
Democrat newspaper. Another member suggested that newspaper ads would not reach 
younger audiences.  John King offered to write a newspaper article after each meeting. 
The facilitator clarified that Panel would approve articles before submission.   
 
Panel members are charged with conducting outreach with constituent organization, 
neighbors, and friends. The facilitator explained that Panel members (and staff) will 
conduct briefings at existing organizations at key milestones to inform and solicit input 
from a broad audience. The Panel may also decide to hold its own public meetings at 
key points in the process.  
 



3 
 

Next Steps 
 The facilitator from the Center for Collaborative Policy will develop a 

communication and outreach plan for the Panel to discuss and build upon.  
 The Water Agency committed to exploring placing a few ads in the newspaper.   
 The Water Agency will also work with its communications staff to explore using 

Facebook and Twitter as appropriate. 
 
Groundwater Issues & Interests 
The Panel spent time identifying issues and interests that members would like to see 
groundwater management planning address. The following graphic summarizes the 
discussion that took place.  
 
See graphic image on the next page. 
 

 
 



Community
Agreement
Vital

Create agreement on existing
groundwater resources
Create widespread agreement
on future management
practices

Energy Use
Define footprint of management activities

Conservation
& Efficiency

Recycled
Water

Groundwater
Well Owners

Must understand groundwater
and the resource

Protect water quality and quantity---forging
commitment to protection

Education

Educate users about ag and
other water use practices

Water Supply

Consider water cost
Understand relationship with
basin west of Santa Rosa Plain

Protect and enhance a clean
water supply
Support growers, business,
including frost protection
Balance sustainability with use

Groundwater
Quality

Chemicals in Groundwater Wells

Explore how groundwater
planning can prevent well
contamination

Implement best management
practices for well
decommission

Well Protection

Create policies to integrate with
the Sonoma County Health
Department

Monitoring

Understand existing conditions, today

Collect data on groundwater levels
Quantify inputs and outputs in the basin

Groundwater
Banking

Explore banking as a
management option

Recharge
Areas

Increase recharge in areas
Develop policy to prohibit
further loss of recharge areas

Long-Term
Sustainability

Create an adaptive management strategy that
considers climate change

Avoid impacts on quality
Determine well yield accurately

Define "sustainability"--sometimes
easier to identify what it's not

Groundwater
Management

Influence and impact ecosystem and
biotic resources

Enhance science-based management
decisions and policy

Share responsibility between urban and
rural water users

Explore differing interests between the
watershed and basin

Understand the implications of groundwater
management on other water resources

Seek innovative technologies
for storage and retention

Groundwater is a Primary Water Resource
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