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SWRCB MODIFYING THE MINIMUM INSTREAM FLOW REQUIREMENTS

March 11, 2010

«FIRST_NAME» «LAST_NAME»
«ORGANIZATION»

«DIVISION»
«MAILING_ADDRESS»

«CITY», «STATE» «ZIP»

RE: PETITION FOR TEMPORARY URGENCY CHANGE OF DECISION 1610,
PER THE RUSSIAN RIVER BIOLOGICAL OPINION

Dear Mr. «<LAST_NAME»:

The Russian River Biological Opinion, issued in September 2008 by the National Marine Fisheries Service,
requires the Sonoma County Water Agency (Agency) to file for permanent changes in Decision 1610 (D1610)
within a year of issuance of the Biological Opinion. On September 23, 2009, the Agency filed the required
petition to change D1610 with the State Water Resources Control Board (State Board). The protest period on
this request will close at 4:30 p.m. April 12, 2010.

The Biological Opinion also requires the Agency to request interim changes to D1610 annually, prior to
permanent changes to D1610. In compliance with the Biological Opinion, the Agency intends to file a
Temporary Urgency Change Petition with the State Board on approximately April 1, 2010.

The Biological Opinion spells out the required permanent and interim changes to D1610 (see pages 243-248 of
the document, located at: http://www.scwa.ca.gov/files/docs/projects/trift/Signed-RussianRiverFinalBO9-24-

08.pdf for details). In essence, in the change petition to be filed in April, the Agency will ask the State Board
for the following:

Between May 1, 2010 and October 15, 2010 the minimum bypass flows to be changed as follows:

e 70 cfs at Hacienda Bridge (with an additional 15 cfs for operational purposes
for an expected minimum flow of 85 cfs)
e 125 cfs at the Healdsburg gage

The Agency will also ask for expedited approval of this request. This request should not impact the Agency’s
ability to provide water to its customers. Compared to summer 2009, the requested minimum flows would be

slightly higher in the lower river and substantively higher in the upper river. If you have any questions, please
call me at (707) 521-1864.

Sincerely,

Pamela Jeané¢/ P. E.
Deputy Chief Engineer - Operations
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