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3. Responses to Comments 

3.3 Responses to Individuals (No Affiliation) Comments 

Frank Dane, January 13, 2011 

NA_Dane-1 Commenter’s name and address added to distribution list.  

NA_Dane-2 Commenter is identifying individual uses of the Russian River. 

NA_Dane-3 For a discussion of the relationship of the Estuary Management Project to the 
Fish Habitat Flows and Water Rights Project, please refer to Master 
Response 2.1, Relationship to Other Biological Opinion Elements, in 
Chapter 2, Master Responses.  

NA_Dane-4 For a discussion of the relationship of the Estuary Management Project to the 
Fish Habitat Flows and Water Rights Project, please refer to Master 
Responses 2.1, Relationship to Other Biological Opinion Elements, in 
Chapter 2, Master Responses. 

NA_Dane-5 For a discussion of the geographic extent of the project area analyzed under the 
Estuary Management Project, please refer to Master Response 2.2, Project 
Description, Impact Areas, and Scope of Analysis, in Chapter 2, Master 
Responses. 

NA_Dane-6  For a discussion of the relationship of the Estuary Management Project to river 
flows, please refer to Master Response 2.1, Relationship to Other Biological 
Opinion Elements, and Master Response 2.4, Water Quality, in Chapter 2, 
Master Responses. 

NA_Dane-7 For discussion of the relationship between barrier beach closures and flow, please 
refer to Master Response 2.1, Relationship to Other Biological Opinion 
Elements, in Chapter 2, Master Responses.  

NA_Dane-8  Refer to Master Response 2.5, Alternatives Analysis, in Chapter 2, Master 
Responses, for a discussion of alternatives, including the Reduced Project 
Alternative, considered in the Draft EIR. 

NA_Dane-9 For a discussion of potential impacts to water quality, please refer to Master 
Response 2.4, Water Quality, in Chapter 2, Master Responses. 
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3.3 Responses to Individuals (No Affiliation) Comments 
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Barbara DeIonno, February 14, 2011 

NA_DeIon-1 Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act, 16 USC Section 1536(a)(2), requires 
agencies to consult with NMFS regarding impacts to marine and anadromous 
species1 under NMFS jurisdiction if they are proposing an "action" that may 
affect listed species or their designated habitat. The Russian River Biological 
Opinion is a federal mandate to implement measures to reduce or avoid impacts 
to listed salmonids. A Biological Opinion is the written opinion of the National 
Marine Fisheries Service and summarizes the information used and a detailed 
discussion of the effects of the action on the species or its critical habitat. The 
Biological Opinion only addresses species within NMFS jurisdiction. It is not 
intended to serve as a comprehensive environmental review document. California 
Department of Fish and Game has reviewed issued a Consistency Determination 
under the California Endangered Species Act, and concurring with the Biological 
Opinion, as described in Draft EIR Chapter 1.0, Introduction, on page 1-2. The 
Draft EIR examines impacts related to the Estuary Management Project. It does 
not analyze the Russian River Biological Opinion. For a discussion of the 
relationship of the Estuary Management Project to the Fish Habitat Flows and 
Water Rights Project, refer to Master Response 2.1, Relationship to Other 
Biological Opinion Elements, in Chapter 2, Master Responses.  

NA_DeIon-2 For a discussion of the relationship of the Estuary Management Project to the 
Fish Habitat Flows and Water Rights Project, refer to Master Response 2.1, 
Relationship to Other Biological Opinion Elements, in Chapter 2, Master 
Responses. Draft EIR Chapter 5.0, Cumulative Projects, analyzes potential 
cumulative impacts associated with implementation of the Estuary Management 
Plan and other future, reasonably foreseeable and non-Russian River Instream 
Flows and Restoration Program (RRIFR) Projects, including the Fish Habitat 
Flows and Water Rights Project EIR.  

NA_DeIon-3 For a discussion of the relationship of the Estuary Management Project to the 
Fish Habitat Flows and Water Rights Project, refer to Master Response 2.1, 
Relationship to Other Biological Opinion Elements, in Chapter 2, Master 
Responses. The Draft EIR examines impacts related to the Estuary Management 
Project. It does not analyze the Russian River Biological Opinion. 

NA_DeIon-4 Please refer to Master Response 2.1, Relationship to Other Biological 
Opinion Elements, in Chapter 2, Master Responses.The Biological Opinion 
recommends "reasonable and prudent alternatives" (RPAs) to the artificial 
breaching activities to avoid jeopardizing or adversely modifying critical habitat 
of the listed species. These reasonable and prudent alternatives are conditions of 
permit issuance.  

                                                      
1 United States Fish and Wildlife Services is the federal agency for fresh-water and wildlife species.  



3. Responses to Comments 

3.3 Responses to Individuals (No Affiliation) Comments 

NA_DeIon-5 For a discussion of the relationship of the Estuary Management Project to the 
Fish Habitat Flows and Water Rights Project, refer to Master Response 2.1, 
Relationship to Other Biological Opinion Elements, in Chapter 2, Master 
Responses. As part of the Estuary Management Project, an analysis of potential 
direct impacts and cumulative impacts to recreational resources and opportunities 
are disclosed in Draft EIR Section 4.7, Recreation. 

NA_DeIon-6 For a discussion of the relationship of the Estuary Management Project to the 
Fish Habitat Flows and Water Rights Project, refer to Master Response 2.1, 
Relationship to Other Biological Opinion Elements, in Chapter 2, Master 
Responses. See response to NA_DeIon-5, above. Please also refer to Master 
Response 2.6, Recreational Impacts, Socioeconomic Impacts, and Mitigation 
Feasibility, in Chapter 2, Master Responses. 

NA_DeIon-7 For a discussion of the relationship of the Estuary Management Project to the 
Fish Habitat Flows and Water Rights Project, refer to Master Response 2.1, 
Relationship to Other Biological Opinion Elements, in Chapter 2, Master 
Responses. See response to comment NA_DeIon-5, above. Please also refer to 
Master Response 2.6, Recreational Impacts, Socioeconomic Impacts, and 
Mitigation Feasibility, in Chapter 2, Master Responses.  

NA_DeIon-8 For a discussion of the relationship of the Estuary Management Project to the 
Fish Habitat Flows and Water Rights Project, refer to Master Response 2.1, 
Relationship to Other Biological Opinion Elements, in Chapter 2, Master 
Responses. For a discussion regarding the invasive aquatic plant species, 
Ludwigia, refer to Master Response 2.4, Water Quality in Chapter 2, Master 
Responses, for a discussion of potential secondary biological effects related to 
water quality impacts. 

NA_DeIon-9 For a discussion of the relationship of the Estuary Management Project to the 
Fish Habitat Flows and Water Rights Project, refer to Master Response 2.1, 
Relationship to Other Biological Opinion Elements, in Chapter 2, Master 
Responses. Water quality parameters, including temperature, relative to the 
Estuary Management Plan are analyzed in Draft EIR Section 4.2, Impact 4.3.2 
and project impacts related to temperature are determined to be less than 
significant. Potential water quality impacts of the Estuary Management Project 
on fisheries are analyzed in Draft EIR Section 4.5, Fisheries, Impact 4.5.2. For 
additional discussion related to Draft EIR analysis of Estuary Management 
Project impacts to water quality, refer to Master Response 2.4, Water Quality 
in Chapter 2, Master Responses. 

NA_DeIon-10 For a discussion of the relationship of the Estuary Management Project to the 
Fish Habitat Flows and Water Rights Project, refer to Master Response 2.1, 
Relationship to Other Biological Opinion Elements, in Chapter 2, Master 
Responses. Water quality constituents, including bacteria, relative to the Estuary 
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Management Plan are analyzed in Draft EIR Section 4.3, Water Quality, Impact 
4.3.3 and project impacts related are determined to be potentially significant and 
unavoidable. For additional discussion related to Draft EIR analysis of Estuary 
Management Project impacts to water quality, refer to Master Response 2.4, 
Water Quality, in Chapter 2, Master Responses.  

NA_DeIon-11 For a discussion of the relationship of the Estuary Management Project to the 
Fish Habitat Flows and Water Rights Project, refer to Master Response 2.1, 
Relationship to Other Biological Opinion Elements, in Chapter 2, Master 
Responses. The Estuary Management Project focuses on rearing habitat in the 
river’s Estuary and does not impact availability of pool habitat upstream. 
Potential water quality impacts of the Estuary Management Project on fisheries 
habitat are analyzed in Draft EIR Section 4.5, Fisheries, Impact 4.5.2. 

NA_DeIon-12 For a discussion of the relationship of the Estuary Management Project to the 
Fish Habitat Flows and Water Rights Project, refer to Master Response 2.1, 
Relationship to Other Biological Opinion Elements, in Chapter 2, Master 
Responses. The Estuary Management Project focuses on rearing habitat at the 
mouth of the river and does not impact availability of refuge habitat upstream. 
Potential water quality impacts of the Estuary Management Project on fisheries 
habitat are analyzed in Draft EIR Section 4.5, Fisheries, Impact 4.5.2. 

NA_DeIon-13 For a discussion of the relationship of the Estuary Management Project to the 
Fish Habitat Flows and Water Rights Project, refer to Master Response 2.1, 
Relationship to Other Biological Opinion Elements, in Chapter 2, Master 
Responses. 

NA_DeIon-14 See response to comment NA_DeIon-5. 

NA_DeIon-15 See response to comment NA_DeIon-5. 

NA_DeIon-16 See response to comment NA_DeIon-5. 

NA_DeIon-17 See response to NA_DeIon-5. As discussed in Draft EIR Section 4.7, Recreation, 
the extent of river beaches (not restricted to those behind dams) that may be 
affected by the Estuary Management Project is quantified and determined to be 
significant and unavoidable.  

NA_DeIon-18 The Draft EIR does not recommend specific areas for swimming. 

NA_DeIon-19 For a discussion of the relationship of the Estuary Management Project to the 
Fish Habitat Flows and Water Rights Project, refer to Master Response 2.1, 
Relationship to Other Biological Opinion Elements, in Chapter 2, Master 
Responses. See response to NA_DeIon-5. The Draft EIR does not recommend 
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specific areas for swimming. Changes in availability and location for swimming 
opportunities are not anticipated.  

NA_DeIon-20 The comment quotes language from the Biological Opinion. The Draft EIR 
examines impacts related to the Estuary Management Project. It does not analyze 
the Russian River Biological Opinion.  

NA_DeIon-21 For a discussion of the relationship of the Estuary Management Project to the 
Fish Habitat Flows and Water Rights Project, refer to Master Response 2.1, 
Relationship to Other Biological Opinion Elements, in Chapter 2, Master 
Responses. The Draft EIR examines impacts related to the Estuary Management 
Project. It does not analyze the Russian River Biological Opinion. 

NA_DeIon-22 For a discussion of the relationship of the Estuary Management Project to the 
Fish Habitat Flows and Water Rights Project, refer to Master Response 2.1, 
Relationship to Other Biological Opinion Elements, in Chapter 2, Master 
Responses. The Draft EIR includes environmental analyses for potential effects 
of the Estuary Management Project to cultural and recreational resources (Draft 
EIR Sections 4.8 and 4.7, respectively).  

NA_DeIon-23 For a discussion of the relationship of the Estuary Management Project to the 
Fish Habitat Flows and Water Rights Project, refer to Master Response 2.1, 
Relationship to Other Biological Opinion Elements, in Chapter 2, Master 
Responses. The Draft EIR examines impacts related to the Estuary Management 
Project. It does not analyze the Russian River Biological Opinion. 

NA_DeIon-24 For a discussion of the relationship of the Estuary Management Project to the 
Fish Habitat Flows and Water Rights Project, refer to Master Response 2.1, 
Relationship to Other Biological Opinion Elements, in Chapter 2, Master 
Responses. The EIR for the Fish Habitat Flows and Water Rights Project will 
need to address the cumulative impact to recreation when considered with effects 
from gravel mining. This EIR does not analyze the Sonoma County Board of 
Supervisors’ decision to approve gravel mining operations. As disclosed in Draft 
EIR Chapter 5.0, Cumulative Analysis, although the mining operations governed 
by the Aggregate Resources Mining Plan are located within the Russian River 
Watershed, the Estuary Management Project would not contribute to 
erosion/sedimentation, channel incision, or resource extraction impacts generally 
associated with mining operations, and therefore would not be cumulatively 
considerable when implemented in conjunction with gravel mining operations. 
The Estuary Management Project is intended to enhance fisheries habitat; it does 
not involve any mineral or aggregate mining. Therefore, the Estuary 
Management Project’s contribution to these types of impacts would be less than 
cumulatively considerable. Since this comment does not affect the environmental 
analysis in the Draft EIR, no changes in the Final EIR are required. 
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NA_DeIon-25 Please refer to Master Response 2.3, Project Feasibility, in Chapter 2, Master 
Responses, for discussion of adaptive management and project feasibility. The 
Draft EIR examines impacts related to the Estuary Management Project. It does 
not analyze the Russian River Biological Opinion. 

NA_DeIon-26 Potential short term impacts associated with disturbance to seals and fish from 
machinery used to manage the barrier beach and create the lagoon outlet channel 
are disclosed in Impact 4.4.1, in Draft EIR Section 4.4, Biological Resources, and 
determined to be less than significant due to requirements stipulated in the 
Marine Mammal Protection Act IHA.  

NA_DeIon-27 Sudden water quality changes for fish are considered in the Draft EIR 
Section 4.5, Fisheries, Impact 4.5.2. In some years, with low freshwater inflow, 
natural lagoons have been documented to remain stratified throughout the 
summer and fall, with denser saltwater on the bottom forming high temperature, 
low dissolved oxygen saltwater lenses and reduced invertebrate abundance 
(Smith, 1990). Similarly, the Navarro River Estuary, which is more similar in size 
and configuration to the Russian River Estuary did not always fully convert to 
freshwater after it closed, but remained stratified in some years (NMFS, 2008). 
Steelhead productivity in the Navarro remained high despite prolonged 
stratification due to abundant food and a stable surface freshwater layer (NMFS, 
2008). Please refer to Draft EIR Section 4.5, Fisheries, for further discussion of 
this topic. 

The adaptive management plan developed for the proposed project requires 
monitoring of biological productivity, water quality, and physical processes in 
the Estuary in response to changes in water surface elevations in the estuary-lagoon 
system; and refinement of management actions to achieve desired water levels to 
support biological productivity. As stated in the Draft EIR, impacts potentially 
resulting from the proposed management of the Estuary relating to habitat critical 
water quality conditions becoming stressful for rearing listed juvenile salmonids, 
special status, and other native fish species inhabiting the Estuary are considered 
less than significant. 

NA_DeIon-28 This comment characterizes target conditions identified in the Biological Opinion 
related to creation of perched freshwater lagoon conditions. No response or 
revision of text necessary.  

NA_DeIon-29 See Draft EIR Chapter 2, Project Description, beginning on page 2-14, for 
information regarding the design and function of the outlet channel and transition 
of the Estuary from tidal and saline to brackish/freshwater.  

NA_DeIon-30 For a discussion regarding project feasibility, please refer to Master 
Response 2.3, Project Feasibility, in Chapter 2, Master Responses. 
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NA_DeIon-31 The focus of the Estuary Management Plan is federally listed salmonid species; 
however the Draft EIR recognizes a variety of aquatic and terrestrial species rely 
on estuarine habitat for some or all of their life phases. Draft EIR Section 4.5, 
Fisheries, includes analysis of other non-protected aquatic species, including 
Dungeness crab.  

 As described in the analysis discussion in Impact 4.5.2, impacts potentially 
resulting from the proposed management of the Estuary relating to habitat critical 
water quality conditions becoming stressful for special status and other native fish 
species inhabiting the Estuary are considered less than significant.  

 Draft EIR Section 4.4, Biological Resources, includes analysis of other common 
and special status amphibian, bird, and wildlife species, including harbor seals.  

NA_DeIon-32 Refer to response to comment NA_Burge-4 for a discussion of estimated 
residence time of water in the Estuary. See Draft EIR Section 4.3, Water Quality, 
for a discussion of potential water quality impacts. For additional discussion 
related to Draft EIR analysis of Estuary Management Project impacts to water 
quality, refer to Master Response 2.4, Water Quality, in Chapter 2, Master 
Responses. 

NA_DeIon-33 Draft EIR Section 4.7, Recreation provides existing settings of private and public 
beach access. Impacts 4.7.1, beginning on page 4.7-8, quantifies and 
characterizes potential impacts to riverfront beaches associated with the Estuary 
Management Project.  

NA_DeIon-34 Please refer to Master Response 2.6, Recreational Impacts, Socioeconomic 
Impacts and Mitigation Feasibility, and Master Response 2.2, Project 
Description, Impact Areas and Scope of Analysis, in Chapter 2, Master 
Responses. 

NA_DeIon-35 Please refer to Master Response 2.2, Project Description, Impact Areas and 
Scope of Analysis, in Chapter 2, Master Responses. 

NA_DeIon-36 Draft EIR Chapter 6.0, Alternatives Analysis includes an alternative addressing 
the jetty removal study, as well as a Reduced Project Alternative (8-foot 
maximum). It should be noted that this alternative would still require creation of 
an outlet channel, and associated machinery on the beach during channel 
creation, to allow river outflow. The Estuary Management Plan was developed 
pursuant to the Russian River Biological Opinion, which determined the Water 
Agency’s current management regime jeopardizes listed species. As described in 
Draft EIR Chapter 2.0, Project Description, bulldozers are still required for 
project implementation. Temporary effects of equipment on beaches are 
disclosed in Draft EIR Chapter 4.0 Environmental Setting, Impacts, and 
Mitigation Measures. Draft EIR Chapter 6.0, Alternative Analysis includes 
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consideration and evaluation of a Reduced Project Alternative (8-foot maximum) 
and study of jetty modification. Refer to Master Response 2.5, Alternatives 
Analysis, in Chapter 2, Master Responses for additional information regarding 
alternative selections and analysis.  

NA_DeIon-37 As identified in Draft EIR Chapter 1.0, Introduction, the Estuary Management 
Project would be implemented in accordance with an adaptive management plan. 
Please refer to Master Response 2.2, Project Description, Impact Areas and 
Scope of Analysis, and Master Response 2.4, Water Quality, in Chapter 2, 
Master Responses. Detailed analysis of non-point source pollutants affecting the 
Russian River and its tributaries are beyond the scope of analysis for this EIR.  
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S. Defoy, February 10, 2011 

NA_Defoy-1 For a discussion of the relationship of the Estuary Management Project to river 
flows, see Master Response 2.1, Relationship to Other Biological Opinion 
Elements, in Chapter 2, Master Responses. 

NA_Defoy-2 For a discussion regarding water quality relative to pollutant levels, health of fish 
and humans, and invasive plants, refer to Master Response 2.4, Water Quality, 
in Chapter 2, Master Responses. 
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David & Lisa Dent, January 13, 2011 

NA_Dent-1 Commenter’s name and address added to distribution list.  

NA_Dent-2 Commenter is identifying individual uses of the Russian River.  

NA_Dent-3 For a discussion of the relationship of the Estuary Management Project to the 
Fish Habitat Flows and Water Rights Project, please refer to Master 
Response 2.1, Relationship to Other Biological Opinion Elements, in 
Chapter 2, Master Responses.  

NA_Dent-4 For a discussion of the relationship of the Estuary Management Project to the 
Fish Habitat Flows and Water Rights Project, please refer to Master 
Responses 2.1, Relationship to Other Biological Opinion Elements, in 
Chapter 2, Master Responses. 

NA_Dent-5 For a discussion of the geographic extent of the project area analyzed under the 
Estuary Management Project, please refer to Master Response 2.2, Project 
Description, Impact Areas, and Scope of Analysis, in Chapter 2, Master 
Responses. 

NA_Dent-6  For a discussion of the relationship of the Estuary Management Project to river 
flows, please refer to Master Response 2.1, Relationship to Other Biological 
Opinion Elements, and Master Response 2.4, Water Quality, in Chapter 2, 
Master Responses. 

NA_Dent-7 For discussion of the relationship between barrier beach closures and flow, please 
refer to Master Response 2.1, Relationship to Other Biological Opinion 
Elements, in Chapter 2, Master Responses.  

NA_Dent-8  Refer to Master Response 2.5, Alternatives Analysis, in Chapter 2, Master 
Responses, for a discussion of alternatives, including the Reduced Project 
Alternative, considered in the Draft EIR. 

NA_Dent-9 For a discussion of potential impacts to water quality, please refer to Master 
Response 2.4, Water Quality, in Chapter 2, Master Responses. 
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Eugene Donatelli, February 2, 2011 

NA_Donat-1 Commenter’s name and address added to distribution list.  

NA_Donat-2 Commenter is identifying individual uses of the Russian River.  

NA_Donat-3 For a discussion of the relationship of the Estuary Management Project to the 
Fish Habitat Flows and Water Rights Project, please refer to Master 
Response 2.1, Relationship to Other Biological Opinion Elements, in 
Chapter 2, Master Responses.  

NA_Donat-4 For a discussion of the relationship of the Estuary Management Project to the 
Fish Habitat Flows and Water Rights Project, please refer to Master 
Responses 2.1, Relationship to Other Biological Opinion Elements, in 
Chapter 2, Master Responses. 

NA_Donat-5 For a discussion of the geographic extent of the project area analyzed under the 
Estuary Management Project, please refer to Master Response 2.2, Project 
Description, Impact Areas, and Scope of Analysis, in Chapter 2, Master 
Responses. 

NA_Donat-6  For a discussion of the relationship of the Estuary Management Project to river 
flows, please refer to Master Response 2.1, Relationship to Other Biological 
Opinion Elements, and Master Response 2.4, Water Quality, in Chapter 2, 
Master Responses. 

NA_Donat-7 For discussion of the relationship between barrier beach closures and flow, please 
refer to Master Response 2.1, Relationship to Other Biological Opinion 
Elements, in Chapter 2, Master Responses. 

NA_Donat-8  Refer to Master Response 2.5, Alternatives Analysis, in Chapter 2, Master 
Responses, for a discussion of alternatives, including the Reduced Project 
Alternative, considered in the Draft EIR. 

NA_Donat-9 For a discussion of potential impacts to water quality, please refer to Master 
Response 2.4, Water Quality, in Chapter 2, Master Responses. 
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Gary Dougan, January 18, 2011 

NA_Douga-1 Commenter’s name and address added to distribution list.  

NA_Douga-2 Commenter is identifying individual uses of the Russian River.  

NA_Douga-3 For a discussion of the relationship of the Estuary Management Project to the 
Fish Habitat Flows and Water Rights Project, please refer to Master 
Response 2.1, Relationship to Other Biological Opinion Elements, in 
Chapter 2, Master Responses.  

NA_Douga-4 For a discussion of the relationship of the Estuary Management Project to the 
Fish Habitat Flows and Water Rights Project, please refer to Master 
Responses 2.1, Relationship to Other Biological Opinion Elements, in 
Chapter 2, Master Responses. 

NA_Douga-5 For a discussion of the geographic extent of the project area analyzed under the 
Estuary Management Project, please refer to Master Response 2.2, Project 
Description, Impact Areas, and Scope of Analysis, in Chapter 2, Master 
Responses. 

NA_Douga-6  For a discussion of the relationship of the Estuary Management Project to river 
flows, please refer to Master Response 2.1, Relationship to Other Biological 
Opinion Elements, and Master Response 2.4, Water Quality, in Chapter 2, 
Master Responses. 

NA_Douga-7 For discussion of the relationship between barrier beach closures and flow, please 
refer to Master Response 2.1, Relationship to Other Biological Opinion 
Elements, in Chapter 2, Master Responses. 

NA_Douga-8  Refer to Master Response 2.5, Alternatives Analysis, in Chapter 2, Master 
Responses, for a discussion of alternatives, including the Reduced Project 
Alternative, considered in the Draft EIR.  

NA_Douga-9 For a discussion of potential impacts to water quality, please refer to Master 
Response 2.4, Water Quality, in Chapter 2, Master Responses. 
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Gilbert Ege, January 12, 2011 

NA_Ege-1 Commenter’s name and address added to distribution list.  

NA_Ege-2 Commenter is identifying individual uses of the Russian River.  

NA_Ege-3 For a discussion of the relationship of the Estuary Management Project to the 
Fish Habitat Flows and Water Rights Project, please refer to Master 
Response 2.1, Relationship to Other Biological Opinion Elements, in 
Chapter 2, Master Responses.  

NA_Ege-4 For a discussion of the relationship of the Estuary Management Project to the 
Fish Habitat Flows and Water Rights Project, please refer to Master 
Responses 2.1, Relationship to Other Biological Opinion Elements, in 
Chapter 2, Master Responses. 

NA_Ege-5 For a discussion of the geographic extent of the project area analyzed under the 
Estuary Management Project, please refer to Master Response 2.2, Project 
Description, Impact Areas, and Scope of Analysis, in Chapter 2, Master 
Responses. 

NA_Ege-6  For a discussion of the relationship of the Estuary Management Project to river 
flows, please refer to Master Response 2.1, Relationship to Other Biological 
Opinion Elements, and Master Response 2.4, Water Quality, in Chapter 2, 
Master Responses. 

NA_Ege-7 For discussion of the relationship between barrier beach closures and flow, please 
refer to Master Response 2.1, Relationship to Other Biological Opinion 
Elements, in Chapter 2, Master Responses. 

NA_Ege-8  Refer to Master Response 2.5, Alternatives Analysis, in Chapter 2, Master 
Responses, for a discussion of alternatives, including the Reduced Project 
Alternative, considered in the Draft EIR. 

NA_Ege-9 For a discussion of potential impacts to water quality, please refer to Master 
Response 2.4, Water Quality, in Chapter 2, Master Responses. 
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Ann Ehrhardt, January 12, 2011 

NA_Ehrha-1 Commenter’s name and address added to distribution list.  

NA_Ehrha-2 Commenter is identifying individual uses of the Russian River.  

NA_Ehrha-3 For a discussion of the relationship of the Estuary Management Project to the 
Fish Habitat Flows and Water Rights Project, please refer to Master 
Response 2.1, Relationship to Other Biological Opinion Elements, in 
Chapter 2, Master Responses.  

NA_Ehrha-4 For a discussion of the relationship of the Estuary Management Project to the 
Fish Habitat Flows and Water Rights Project, please refer to Master 
Responses 2.1, Relationship to Other Biological Opinion Elements, in 
Chapter 2, Master Responses. 

NA_Ehrha-5 For a discussion of the geographic extent of the project area analyzed under the 
Estuary Management Project, please refer to Master Response 2.2, Project 
Description, Impact Areas, and Scope of Analysis, in Chapter 2, Master 
Responses. 

NA_Ehrha-6  For a discussion of the relationship of the Estuary Management Project to river 
flows, please refer to Master Response 2.1, Relationship to Other Biological 
Opinion Elements, and Master Response 2.4, Water Quality, in Chapter 2, 
Master Responses. 

NA_Ehrha-7 For discussion of the relationship between barrier beach closures and flow, please 
refer to Master Response 2.1, Relationship to Other Biological Opinion 
Elements, in Chapter 2, Master Responses. 

NA_Ehrha-8  Refer to Master Response 2.5, Alternatives Analysis, in Chapter 2, Master 
Responses, for a discussion of alternatives, including the Reduced Project 
Alternative, considered in the Draft EIR.  

NA_Ehrha-9 For a discussion of potential impacts to water quality, please refer to Master 
Response 2.4, Water Quality, in Chapter 2, Master Responses. 
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3. Responses to Comments 

3.3 Responses to Individuals (No Affiliation) Comments 

Kathleen Elbe, January 21, 2011 

NA_Elbe-1 Commenter’s name and address added to distribution list.  

NA_Elbe-2 Commenter is identifying individual uses of the Russian River. 

NA_Elbe-3 For a discussion of the relationship of the Estuary Management Project to the 
Fish Habitat Flows and Water Rights Project, please refer to Master 
Response 2.1, Relationship to Other Biological Opinion Elements, in 
Chapter 2, Master Responses.  

NA_Elbe-4 For a discussion of the relationship of the Estuary Management Project to the 
Fish Habitat Flows and Water Rights Project, please refer to Master 
Responses 2.1, Relationship to Other Biological Opinion Elements, in 
Chapter 2, Master Responses. 

NA_Elbe-5 For a discussion of the geographic extent of the project area analyzed under the 
Estuary Management Project, please refer to Master Response 2.2, Project 
Description, Impact Areas, and Scope of Analysis, in Chapter 2, Master 
Responses. 

NA_Elbe-6  For a discussion of the relationship of the Estuary Management Project to river 
flows, please refer to Master Response 2.1, Relationship to Other Biological 
Opinion Elements, and Master Response 2.4, Water Quality, in Chapter 2, 
Master Responses. 

NA_Elbe-7 For discussion of the relationship between barrier beach closures and flow, please 
refer to Master Response 2.1, Relationship to Other Biological Opinion 
Elements, in Chapter 2, Master Responses.  

NA_Elbe-8  Refer to Master Response 2.5, Alternatives Analysis, in Chapter 2, Master 
Responses, for a discussion of alternatives, including the Reduced Project 
Alternative, considered in the Draft EIR. 

NA_Elbe-9 For a discussion of potential impacts to water quality, please refer to Master 
Response 2.4, Water Quality, in Chapter 2, Master Responses. 
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3. Responses to Comments 

3.3 Responses to Individuals (No Affiliation) Comments 

Richard Eliason, January 24, 2011 

NA_Elias-1 Commenter’s name and address added to distribution list.  

NA_Elias-2 Commenter is identifying individual uses of the Russian River.  

NA_Elias-3 For a discussion of the relationship of the Estuary Management Project to the 
Fish Habitat Flows and Water Rights Project, please refer to Master 
Response 2.1, Relationship to Other Biological Opinion Elements, in 
Chapter 2, Master Responses.  

NA_Elias-4 For a discussion of the relationship of the Estuary Management Project to the 
Fish Habitat Flows and Water Rights Project, please refer to Master 
Responses 2.1, Relationship to Other Biological Opinion Elements, in 
Chapter 2, Master Responses. 

NA_Elias-5 For a discussion of the geographic extent of the project area analyzed under the 
Estuary Management Project, please refer to Master Response 2.2, Project 
Description, Impact Areas, and Scope of Analysis, in Chapter 2, Master 
Responses. 

NA_Elias-6  For a discussion of the relationship of the Estuary Management Project to river 
flows, please refer to Master Response 2.1, Relationship to Other Biological 
Opinion Elements, and Master Response 2.4, Water Quality, in Chapter 2, 
Master Responses. 

NA_Elias-7 For discussion of the relationship between barrier beach closures and flow, please 
refer to Master Response 2.1, Relationship to Other Biological Opinion 
Elements, in Chapter 2, Master Responses.  

NA_Elias-8  Refer to Master Response 2.5, Alternatives Analysis, in Chapter 2, Master 
Responses, for a discussion of alternatives, including the Reduced Project 
Alternative, considered in the Draft EIR. 

NA_Elias-9 For a discussion of potential impacts to water quality, please refer to Master 
Response 2.4, Water Quality, in Chapter 2, Master Responses. 
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3. Responses to Comments 

3.3 Responses to Individuals (No Affiliation) Comments 

Margaret Elizares, January 14, 2011 

NA_Eliza-1 Commenter’s name and address added to distribution list.  

NA_Eliza-2 Commenter is identifying individual uses of the Russian River. 

NA_Eliza-3 For a discussion of the relationship of the Estuary Management Project to the 
Fish Habitat Flows and Water Rights Project, please refer to Master 
Response 2.1, Relationship to Other Biological Opinion Elements, in 
Chapter 2, Master Responses.  

NA_Eliza-4 For a discussion of the relationship of the Estuary Management Project to the 
Fish Habitat Flows and Water Rights Project, please refer to Master 
Responses 2.1, Relationship to Other Biological Opinion Elements, in 
Chapter 2, Master Responses. 

NA_Eliza-5 For a discussion of the geographic extent of the project area analyzed under the 
Estuary Management Project, please refer to Master Response 2.2, Project 
Description, Impact Areas, and Scope of Analysis, in Chapter 2, Master 
Responses. 

NA_Eliza-6  For a discussion of the relationship of the Estuary Management Project to river 
flows, please refer to Master Response 2.1, Relationship to Other Biological 
Opinion Elements, and Master Response 2.4, Water Quality, in Chapter 2, 
Master Responses. 

NA_Eliza-7 For discussion of the relationship between barrier beach closures and flow, please 
refer to Master Response 2.1, Relationship to Other Biological Opinion 
Elements, in Chapter 2, Master Responses. 

NA_Eliza-8  Refer to Master Response 2.5, Alternatives Analysis, in Chapter 2, Master 
Responses, for a discussion of alternatives, including the Reduced Project 
Alternative, considered in the Draft EIR. 

NA_Eliza-9 For a discussion of potential impacts to water quality, please refer to Master 
Response 2.4, Water Quality, in Chapter 2, Master Responses. 
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3. Responses to Comments 

3.3 Responses to Individuals (No Affiliation) Comments 

Mike Enochs, January 13, 2011 

NA_Enoch-1 Commenter’s name and address added to distribution list.  

NA_Enoch-2 Commenter is identifying individual uses of the Russian River.  

NA_Enoch-3 For a discussion of the relationship of the Estuary Management Project to the 
Fish Habitat Flows and Water Rights Project, please refer to Master 
Response 2.1, Relationship to Other Biological Opinion Elements, in 
Chapter 2, Master Responses.  

NA_Enoch-4 For a discussion of the relationship of the Estuary Management Project to the 
Fish Habitat Flows and Water Rights Project, please refer to Master 
Responses 2.1, Relationship to Other Biological Opinion Elements, in 
Chapter 2, Master Responses. 

NA_Enoch-5 For a discussion of the geographic extent of the project area analyzed under the 
Estuary Management Project, please refer to Master Response 2.2, Project 
Description, Impact Areas, and Scope of Analysis, in Chapter 2, Master 
Responses. 

NA_Enoch-6  For a discussion of the relationship of the Estuary Management Project to river 
flows, please refer to Master Response 2.1, Relationship to Other Biological 
Opinion Elements, and Master Response 2.4, Water Quality, in Chapter 2, 
Master Responses. 

NA_Enoch-7 For discussion of the relationship between barrier beach closures and flow, please 
refer to Master Response 2.1, Relationship to Other Biological Opinion 
Elements, in Chapter 2, Master Responses. 

NA_Enoch-8  Refer to Master Response 2.5, Alternatives Analysis, in Chapter 2, Master 
Responses, for a discussion of alternatives, including the Reduced Project 
Alternative, considered in the Draft EIR.  

NA_Enoch-9 For a discussion of potential impacts to water quality, please refer to Master 
Response 2.4, Water Quality, in Chapter 2, Master Responses. 
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3. Responses to Comments 

3.3 Responses to Individuals (No Affiliation) Comments 

Noelle Fahlen, January 12, 2011 

NA_Fahle-1 Commenter’s name and address added to distribution list.  

NA_Fahle-2 Commenter is identifying individual uses of the Russian River. 

NA_Fahle-3 For a discussion of the relationship of the Estuary Management Project to the 
Fish Habitat Flows and Water Rights Project, please refer to Master 
Response 2.1, Relationship to Other Biological Opinion Elements, in 
Chapter 2, Master Responses.  

NA_Fahle-4 For a discussion of the relationship of the Estuary Management Project to the 
Fish Habitat Flows and Water Rights Project, please refer to Master 
Responses 2.1, Relationship to Other Biological Opinion Elements, in 
Chapter 2, Master Responses. 

NA_Fahle-5 For a discussion of the geographic extent of the project area analyzed under the 
Estuary Management Project, please refer to Master Response 2.2, Project 
Description, Impact Areas, and Scope of Analysis, in Chapter 2, Master 
Responses. 

NA_Fahle-6  For a discussion of the relationship of the Estuary Management Project to river 
flows, please refer to Master Response 2.1, Relationship to Other Biological 
Opinion Elements, and Master Response 2.4, Water Quality, in Chapter 2, 
Master Responses. 

NA_Fahle-7 For discussion of the relationship between barrier beach closures and flow, please 
refer to Master Response 2.1, Relationship to Other Biological Opinion 
Elements, in Chapter 2, Master Responses.  

NA_Fahle-8  Refer to Master Response 2.5, Alternatives Analysis, in Chapter 2, Master 
Responses, for a discussion of alternatives, including the Reduced Project 
Alternative, considered in the Draft EIR.  

NA_Fahle-9 For a discussion of potential impacts to water quality, please refer to Master 
Response 2.4, Water Quality, in Chapter 2, Master Responses. 
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3. Responses to Comments 

3.3 Responses to Individuals (No Affiliation) Comments 

Eleanor Faulkner, January 21, 2011 

NA_Faulk-1 Commenter’s name and address added to distribution list.  

NA_Faulk-2 Commenter is identifying individual uses of the Russian River. 

NA_Faulk-3 For a discussion of the relationship of the Estuary Management Project to the 
Fish Habitat Flows and Water Rights Project, please refer to Master 
Response 2.1, Relationship to Other Biological Opinion Elements, in 
Chapter 2, Master Responses.  

NA_Faulk-4 For a discussion of the relationship of the Estuary Management Project to the 
Fish Habitat Flows and Water Rights Project, please refer to Master 
Responses 2.1, Relationship to Other Biological Opinion Elements, in 
Chapter 2, Master Responses. 

NA_Faulk-5 For a discussion of the geographic extent of the project area analyzed under the 
Estuary Management Project, please refer to Master Response 2.2, Project 
Description, Impact Areas, and Scope of Analysis, in Chapter 2, Master 
Responses. 

NA_Faulk-6  For a discussion of the relationship of the Estuary Management Project to river 
flows, please refer to Master Response 2.1, Relationship to Other Biological 
Opinion Elements, and Master Response 2.4, Water Quality, in Chapter 2, 
Master Responses. 

NA_Faulk-7 For discussion of the relationship between barrier beach closures and flow, please 
refer to Master Response 2.1, Relationship to Other Biological Opinion 
Elements, in Chapter 2, Master Responses. 

NA_Faulk-8  Refer to Master Response 2.5, Alternatives Analysis, in Chapter 2, Master 
Responses, for a discussion of alternatives, including the Reduced Project 
Alternative, considered in the Draft EIR.  

NA_Faulk-9 For a discussion of potential impacts to water quality, please refer to Master 
Response 2.4, Water Quality, in Chapter 2, Master Responses. 
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3. Responses to Comments 

3.3 Responses to Individuals (No Affiliation) Comments 

Celeste Felciano, January 15, 2011 

NA_Felici-1 The comment is consistent with other form letter comments, but strikes the 
request to include contact information in the project distribution list. Pursuant to 
CEQA procedures, as a commenter to the Draft EIR, participant will receive a 
copy of the Final EIR and Responses to Comments document.  

NA_Felici-2 Commenter is identifying individual uses of the Russian River.  

NA_Felici-3 For a discussion of the relationship of the Estuary Management Project to the 
Fish Habitat Flows and Water Rights Project, please refer to Master 
Response 2.1, Relationship to Other Biological Opinion Elements, in 
Chapter 2, Master Responses.  

NA_Felici-4 For a discussion of the relationship of the Estuary Management Project to the 
Fish Habitat Flows and Water Rights Project, please refer to Master 
Responses 2.1, Relationship to Other Biological Opinion Elements, in 
Chapter 2, Master Responses. 

NA_Felici-5 For a discussion of the geographic extent of the project area analyzed under the 
Estuary Management Project, please refer to Master Response 2.2, Project 
Description, Impact Areas, and Scope of Analysis, in Chapter 2, Master 
Responses. 

NA_Felici-6  For a discussion of the relationship of the Estuary Management Project to river 
flows, please refer to Master Response 2.1, Relationship to Other Biological 
Opinion Elements, and Master Response 2.4, Water Quality, in Chapter 2, 
Master Responses. 

NA_Felici-7 For discussion of the relationship between barrier beach closures and flow, please 
refer to Master Response 2.1, Relationship to Other Biological Opinion 
Elements, in Chapter 2, Master Responses. 

NA_Felici-8  Refer to Master Response 2.5, Alternatives Analysis, in Chapter 2, Master 
Responses, for a discussion of alternatives, including the Reduced Project 
Alternative, considered in the Draft EIR.  

NA_Felici-9 For a discussion of potential impacts to water quality, please refer to Master 
Response 2.4, Water Quality, in Chapter 2, Master Responses. 
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3. Responses to Comments 

3.3 Responses to Individuals (No Affiliation) Comments 

Kate Fenton, January 7, 2011 

NA_Fento1-1 Commenter’s name and address added to distribution list.  

NA_Fento1-2 Commenter is identifying individual uses of the Russian River.  

NA_Fento1-3 For a discussion of the relationship of the Estuary Management Project to the 
Fish Habitat Flows and Water Rights Project, please refer to Master 
Response 2.1, Relationship to Other Biological Opinion Elements, in 
Chapter 2, Master Responses.  

NA_Fento1-4 For a discussion of the relationship of the Estuary Management Project to the 
Fish Habitat Flows and Water Rights Project, please refer to Master 
Responses 2.1, Relationship to Other Biological Opinion Elements, in 
Chapter 2, Master Responses. 

NA_Fento1-5 For a discussion of the geographic extent of the project area analyzed under the 
Estuary Management Project, please refer to Master Response 2.2, Project 
Description, Impact Areas, and Scope of Analysis, in Chapter 2, Master 
Responses. 

NA_Fento1-6  For a discussion of the relationship of the Estuary Management Project to river 
flows, please refer to Master Response 2.1, Relationship to Other Biological 
Opinion Elements, and Master Response 2.4, Water Quality, in Chapter 2, 
Master Responses. 

NA_Fento1-7 For discussion of the relationship between barrier beach closures and flow, please 
refer to Master Response 2.1, Relationship to Other Biological Opinion 
Elements, in Chapter 2, Master Responses. 

NA_Fento1-8  Refer to Master Response 2.5, Alternatives Analysis, in Chapter 2, Master 
Responses, for a discussion of alternatives, including the Reduced Project 
Alternative, considered in the Draft EIR. 

NA_Fento1-9 For a discussion of potential impacts to water quality, please refer to Master 
Response 2.4, Water Quality, in Chapter 2, Master Responses. 
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3. Responses to Comments 

3.3 Responses to Individuals (No Affiliation) Comments 

Kate Fenton & Lenny Weinstein, February 8, 2011 

NA_Fento2-1 The Estuary Management Project does not include a specific component for jetty 
removal. As described in Draft EIR Chapter 6.0, Alternatives Analysis, the Water 
Agency does not own, maintain, operate, or have jurisdiction over the jetty 
structure, and is therefore not authorized to make policy decisions for action to 
remove the jetty. However, the Water Agency is required by the Russian River 
Biological Opinion to develop a jetty study plan to analyze the effects of the jetty 
on Estuary water levels and on beach morphology, as well as evaluate 
alternatives that modify the jetty to achieve target estuarine water levels. This is 
included as a potential alternative to the Estuary Management Project in Draft 
EIR Chapter 6.0, Alternatives Analysis. For additional discussion regarding 
feasibility and uncertainty of outcomes of jetty removal, refer to Master 
Response 2.5, Alternatives Analysis, in Chapter 2, Master Responses.  

NA_Fento2-2 For a detailed discussion on the relationship between the Estuary Management 
Project and the Fish Habitat Flows and Water Rights Project, refer to Master 
Response 2.1, Relationship to Other Biological Opinion Elements, in 
Chapter 2, Master Responses.  

NA_Fento2-3 For a discussion on the relationship between the Estuary Management Project 
and the Fish Habitat Flows and Water Rights Project, refer to Master 
Response 2.1, Relationship to Other Biological Opinion Elements, in 
Chapter 2, Master Responses. Potential water quality impacts of the Estuary 
Management Project on fisheries are analyzed in Draft EIR Section 4.5, 
Fisheries, Impact 4.5.2. 

NA_Fento2-4 Please refer to Master Response 2.4, Water Quality, in Chapter 2, Master 
Responses for discussion of availability of water quality data.  

NA_Fento2-5 For a discussion regarding geographic extent of the project area analyzed under 
the Estuary Management Plan, please refer to Master Response 2.2, Project 
Description, Impact Areas, and Scope of Analysis, in Chapter 2, Master 
Responses.  

 The Water Agency will continue its current Estuary water quality monitoring 
program, and will modify that program to gather appropriate water quality 
information required under the Russian River Biological Opinion, in consultation 
with regulatory agencies, as appropriate. For a discussion related to water quality 
and subsequent monitoring requirements, refer to Master Response 2.4, Water 
Quality, in Chapter 2, Master Responses. 

NA_Fento2-6 Photographs of the lagoon outlet channel, as implemented in July 2010, are 
included in the Draft EIR Chapter 2.0, Project Description, page 2-20.  
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3. Responses to Comments 

3.3 Responses to Individuals (No Affiliation) Comments 

NA_Fento2-7 For a discussion regarding project feasibility, please refer to Master 
Response 2.3, Project Feasibility, in Chapter 2, Master Responses. For a 
discussion regarding CEQA requirements related to socioeconomic impacts, refer 
to Master Response 2.6, Recreational Impacts, Socioeconomic Impacts, and 
Mitigation Feasibility, in Chapter 2, Master Responses. 
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Comment Letter NA_Filip
Page 1 of 1 

Megan Steer 

From: Deborah Filipelli [dfilipelli@mcn.org] 
Sent: Saturday, February 12, 2011 10:57 AM 
To: estuaryproject 
Subject: Russian River Estuary Management Project DEIR 

To: Jessica Martini-Lamb 

Re: Russian River Estuary Management Project DEIR 

The health of the Russian River Estuary is important to me as it enhances the quality of my life. 

I am concerned about the bifurcation (separation) of the Estuary Project from the “Fish Habitat Flows and 
Water Rights Project”. The stated purposes of both projects is to fulfill requirements of the Biological Opinion 
(BO), which assumes that river flows must be managed to allow formation of an estuary lagoon to provide 
habitat for threatened fish. 

Please address the issues below: 

•	 CEQA requires that the entire project be considered in one environmental document.  “Low flow” is 
inexorably linked to the Estuary Project through the BO.  It is wrong to bifurcate the process. 

•	 Estuary Project only analyzes impacts to Duncans Mills, whereas impacts from closed mouth & flow 
alteration, affects river as far upstream as Vacation Beach. 

•	 SCWA can’t control flows at Hacienda during wet years as evidenced in 2010 when dam releases were 
reduced and flows averaged 260 cfs from June through September.  This project is only viable during 
drought years when water quality impacts would be greatest.  This should be analyzed in light of BO 
requirements. 

•	 When flows are lowered in dry years, the river mouth usually stays open anyway as evidenced in August, 
2009 when flows averaged 63 cfs all month. 

•	 The preferred project maintains estuary levels at 8’. No buildings would be flooded at this level, making 
low flow unnecessary for this purpose. 

•	 I am concerned that water quality monitoring studies in 2009 were inadequate, and that data for 2010 has 
not been made available to the Water Quality Control Board or the public.  The outcome of water quality 
studies will not be available until the EIR on “low flow project” is released in 1.5 years.  This is 
unacceptable. 

Sincerely, 

Deborah Filipelli, Ph.D. 

P.O. Box 341, The Sea Ranch, CA 95497 

NA_Filip-1
 

NA_Filip-2
 

NA_Filip-3
 

NA_Filip-4
 

NA_Filip-5
 

NA_Filip-6
 

NA_Filip-7
 

2/15/2011
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3. Responses to Comments 

3.3 Responses to Individuals (No Affiliation) Comments 

Deborah Filipelli, February 12, 2011 

 NA_Filip-1 For a discussion of the relationship of the Estuary Management Project to the 
Fish Habitat Flows and Water Rights Project, please refer to Master 
Response 2.1, Relationship to Other Biological Opinion Elements, in 
Chapter 2, Master Responses.  

NA_Filip-2 For a discussion of the relationship of the Estuary Management Project to the 
Fish Habitat Flows and Water Rights Project, please refer to Master 
Responses 2.1, Relationship to Other Biological Opinion Elements, in 
Chapter 2, Master Responses. 

NA_Filip-3 For a discussion of the geographic extent of the project area analyzed under the 
Estuary Management Project, please refer to Master Response 2.2, Project 
Description, Impact Areas, and Scope of Analysis, in Chapter 2, Master 
Responses. 

NA_Filip-4  For a discussion of the relationship of the Estuary Management Project to river 
flows, please refer to Master Response 2.1, Relationship to Other Biological 
Opinion Elements, and Master Response 2.4, Water Quality, in Chapter 2, 
Master Responses. 

NA_Filip-5 For discussion of the relationship between barrier beach closures and flow, please 
refer to Master Response 2.1, Relationship to Other Biological Opinion 
Elements, in Chapter 2, Master Responses. 

NA_Filip-6  Refer to Master Response 2.5, Alternatives Analysis, in Chapter 2, Master 
Responses, for a discussion of alternatives, including the Reduced Project 
Alternative, considered in the Draft EIR.  

NA_Filip-7 For a discussion of potential impacts to water quality, please refer to Master 
Response 2.4, Water Quality, in Chapter 2, Master Responses. 
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3. Responses to Comments 

3.3 Responses to Individuals (No Affiliation) Comments 

Richard Fiore, January 11, 2011 

NA_Fiore-1 Commenter’s name and address added to distribution list.  

NA_Fiore-2 Commenter is identifying individual uses of the Russian River.  

NA_Fiore-3 For a discussion of the relationship of the Estuary Management Project to the 
Fish Habitat Flows and Water Rights Project, please refer to Master 
Response 2.1, Relationship to Other Biological Opinion Elements, in 
Chapter 2, Master Responses.  

NA_Fiore-4 For a discussion of the relationship of the Estuary Management Project to the 
Fish Habitat Flows and Water Rights Project, please refer to Master 
Responses 2.1, Relationship to Other Biological Opinion Elements, in 
Chapter 2, Master Responses. 

NA_Fiore-5 For a discussion of the geographic extent of the project area analyzed under the 
Estuary Management Project, please refer to Master Response 2.2, Project 
Description, Impact Areas, and Scope of Analysis, in Chapter 2, Master 
Responses. 

NA_Fiore-6  For a discussion of the relationship of the Estuary Management Project to river 
flows, please refer to Master Response 2.1, Relationship to Other Biological 
Opinion Elements, and Master Response 2.4, Water Quality, in Chapter 2, 
Master Responses. 

NA_Fiore-7 For discussion of the relationship between barrier beach closures and flow, please 
refer to Master Response 2.1, Relationship to Other Biological Opinion 
Elements, in Chapter 2, Master Responses. 

NA_Fiore-8  Refer to Master Response 2.5, Alternatives Analysis, in Chapter 2, Master 
Responses, for a discussion of alternatives, including the Reduced Project 
Alternative, considered in the Draft EIR.  

NA_Fiore-9 For a discussion of potential impacts to water quality, please refer to Master 
Response 2.4, Water Quality, in Chapter 2, Master Responses. 
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3. Responses to Comments 

3.3 Responses to Individuals (No Affiliation) Comments 

Barbara Flynn, January 10, 2011 

NA_Flynn-1 Commenter’s name and address added to distribution list.  

NA_Flynn-2 Commenter is identifying individual uses of the Russian River.  

NA_Flynn-3 For a discussion of the relationship of the Estuary Management Project to the 
Fish Habitat Flows and Water Rights Project, please refer to Master 
Response 2.1, Relationship to Other Biological Opinion Elements, in 
Chapter 2, Master Responses. 

NA_Flynn-4 For a discussion of the relationship of the Estuary Management Project to the 
Fish Habitat Flows and Water Rights Project, please refer to Master 
Responses 2.1, Relationship to Other Biological Opinion Elements, in 
Chapter 2, Master Responses. 

NA_Flynn-5 For a discussion of the geographic extent of the project area analyzed under the 
Estuary Management Project, please refer to Master Response 2.2, Project 
Description, Impact Areas, and Scope of Analysis, in Chapter 2, Master 
Responses. 

NA_Flynn-6  For a discussion of the relationship of the Estuary Management Project to river 
flows, please refer to Master Response 2.1, Relationship to Other Biological 
Opinion Elements, and Master Response 2.4, Water Quality, in Chapter 2, 
Master Responses. 

NA_Flynn-7 For discussion of the relationship between barrier beach closures and flow, please 
refer to Master Response 2.1, Relationship to Other Biological Opinion 
Elements, in Chapter 2, Master Responses.  

NA_Flynn-8  Refer to Master Response 2.5, Alternatives Analysis, in Chapter 2, Master 
Responses, for a discussion of alternatives, including the Reduced Project 
Alternative, considered in the Draft EIR.  

NA_Flynn-9 For a discussion of potential impacts to water quality, please refer to Master 
Response 2.4, Water Quality, in Chapter 2, Master Responses. 

NA_Flynn-10 Refer to Master Response 2.3, Project Feasibility, in Chapter 2, Master 
Responses, for a discussion on other river and lagoon systems in California and 
the relationship to the Russian River. 

Russian River Estuary Management Project 3.3-146 ESA / 207734.01 
Final Environmental Impact Report July 2011 



NA_Fox-1

mxs
Typewritten Text
Final EIR page 3.3-147



3. Responses to Comments 

3.3 Responses to Individuals (No Affiliation) Comments 

Mary Fox, January 21, 2011 

NA_Fox-1 Commenter’s name and address added to distribution list.  

NA_Fox-2 Commenter is identifying individual uses of the Russian River.  

NA_Fox-3 For a discussion of the relationship of the Estuary Management Project to the 
Fish Habitat Flows and Water Rights Project, please refer to Master 
Response 2.1, Relationship to Other Biological Opinion Elements, in 
Chapter 2, Master Responses.  

NA_Fox-4 For a discussion of the relationship of the Estuary Management Project to the 
Fish Habitat Flows and Water Rights Project, please refer to Master Responses 
2.1, Relationship to Other Biological Opinion Elements, in Chapter 2, 
Master Responses. 

NA_Fox-5 For a discussion of the geographic extent of the project area analyzed under the 
Estuary Management Project, please refer to Master Response 2.2, Project 
Description, Impact Areas, and Scope of Analysis, in Chapter 2, Master 
Responses. 

NA_Fox-6  For a discussion of the relationship of the Estuary Management Project to river 
flows, please refer to Master Response 2.1, Relationship to Other Biological 
Opinion Elements, and Master Response 2.4, Water Quality, in Chapter 2, 
Master Responses. 

NA_Fox-7 For discussion of the relationship between barrier beach closures and flow, please 
refer to Master Response 2.1, Relationship to Other Biological Opinion 
Elements, in Chapter 2, Master Responses.  

NA_Fox-8  Refer to Master Response 2.5, Alternatives Analysis, in Chapter 2, Master 
Responses, for a discussion of alternatives, including the Reduced Project 
Alternative, considered in the Draft EIR.  

NA_Fox-9 For a discussion of potential impacts to water quality, please refer to Master 
Response 2.4, Water Quality, in Chapter 2, Master Responses. 
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3. Responses to Comments 

3.3 Responses to Individuals (No Affiliation) Comments 

Caren Franci, February 2, 2011 

NA_Franci-1 Commenter’s name and address added to distribution list.  

NA_Franci-2 Commenter is identifying individual uses of the Russian River.  

NA_Franci-3 For a discussion of the relationship of the Estuary Management Project to the 
Fish Habitat Flows and Water Rights Project, please refer to Master 
Response 2.1, Relationship to Other Biological Opinion Elements, in 
Chapter 2, Master Responses.  

NA_Franci-4 For a discussion of the relationship of the Estuary Management Project to the 
Fish Habitat Flows and Water Rights Project, please refer to Master 
Responses 2.1, Relationship to Other Biological Opinion Elements, in 
Chapter 2, Master Responses. 

NA_Franci-5 For a discussion of the geographic extent of the project area analyzed under the 
Estuary Management Project, please refer to Master Response 2.2, Project 
Description, Impact Areas, and Scope of Analysis, in Chapter 2, Master 
Responses. 

NA_Franci-6  For a discussion of the relationship of the Estuary Management Project to river 
flows, please refer to Master Response 2.1, Relationship to Other Biological 
Opinion Elements, and Master Response 2.4, Water Quality, in Chapter 2, 
Master Responses. 

NA_Franci-7 For discussion of the relationship between barrier beach closures and flow, please 
refer to Master Response 2.1, Relationship to Other Biological Opinion 
Elements, in Chapter 2, Master Responses. 

NA_Franci-8  Refer to Master Response 2.5, Alternatives Analysis, in Chapter 2, Master 
Responses, for a discussion of alternatives, including the Reduced Project 
Alternative, considered in the Draft EIR.  

NA_Franci-9 For a discussion of potential impacts to water quality, please refer to Master 
Response 2.4, Water Quality, in Chapter 2, Master Responses. 
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3. Responses to Comments 

3.3 Responses to Individuals (No Affiliation) Comments 

Gary Galloway, January 11, 2011 

NA_Gallo-1 Commenter’s name and address added to distribution list.  

NA_Gallo-2 Commenter is identifying individual uses of the Russian River.  

NA_Gallo-3 For a discussion of the relationship of the Estuary Management Project to the 
Fish Habitat Flows and Water Rights Project, please refer to Master 
Response 2.1, Relationship to Other Biological Opinion Elements, in 
Chapter 2, Master Responses.  

NA_Gallo-4 For a discussion of the relationship of the Estuary Management Project to the 
Fish Habitat Flows and Water Rights Project, please refer to Master 
Responses 2.1, Relationship to Other Biological Opinion Elements, in 
Chapter 2, Master Responses. 

NA_Gallo-5 For a discussion of the geographic extent of the project area analyzed under the 
Estuary Management Project, please refer to Master Response 2.2, Project 
Description, Impact Areas, and Scope of Analysis, in Chapter 2, Master 
Responses. 

NA_Gallo-6  For a discussion of the relationship of the Estuary Management Project to river 
flows, please refer to Master Response 2.1, Relationship to Other Biological 
Opinion Elements, and Master Response 2.4, Water Quality, in Chapter 2, 
Master Responses. 

NA_Gallo-7 For discussion of the relationship between barrier beach closures and flow, please 
refer to Master Response 2.1, Relationship to Other Biological Opinion 
Elements, in Chapter 2, Master Responses. 

NA_Gallo-8  Refer to Master Response 2.5, Alternatives Analysis, in Chapter 2, Master 
Responses, for a discussion of alternatives, including the Reduced Project 
Alternative, considered in the Draft EIR. 

NA_Gallo-9 For a discussion of potential impacts to water quality, please refer to Master 
Response 2.4, Water Quality, in Chapter 2, Master Responses. 
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3. Responses to Comments 

3.3 Responses to Individuals (No Affiliation) Comments 

Gary Getchell, February 1, 2011 

NA_Getch-1 Commenter’s name and address added to distribution list.  

NA_Getch-2 Commenter is identifying individual uses of the Russian River.  

NA_Getch-3 For a discussion of the relationship of the Estuary Management Project to the 
Fish Habitat Flows and Water Rights Project, please refer to Master 
Response 2.1, Relationship to Other Biological Opinion Elements, in 
Chapter 2, Master Responses.  

NA_Getch-4 For a discussion of the relationship of the Estuary Management Project to the 
Fish Habitat Flows and Water Rights Project, please refer to Master 
Responses 2.1, Relationship to Other Biological Opinion Elements, in 
Chapter 2, Master Responses. 

NA_Getch-5 For a discussion of the geographic extent of the project area analyzed under the 
Estuary Management Project, please refer to Master Response 2.2, Project 
Description, Impact Areas, and Scope of Analysis, in Chapter 2, Master 
Responses. 

NA_Getch-6  For a discussion of the relationship of the Estuary Management Project to river 
flows, please refer to Master Response 2.1, Relationship to Other Biological 
Opinion Elements, and Master Response 2.4, Water Quality, in Chapter 2, 
Master Responses. 

NA_Getch-7 For discussion of the relationship between barrier beach closures and flow, please 
refer to Master Response 2.1, Relationship to Other Biological Opinion 
Elements, in Chapter 2, Master Responses. 

NA_Getch-8  Refer to Master Response 2.5, Alternatives Analysis, in Chapter 2, Master 
Responses, for a discussion of alternatives, including the Reduced Project 
Alternative, considered in the Draft EIR.  

NA_Getch-9 For a discussion of potential impacts to water quality, please refer to Master 
Response 2.4, Water Quality, in Chapter 2, Master Responses. 
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3. Responses to Comments 

3.3 Responses to Individuals (No Affiliation) Comments 

Carla Grady, January 13, 2011 

NA_Grady-1 Commenter’s name and address added to distribution list.  

NA_Grady-2 Commenter is identifying individual uses of the Russian River.  

NA_Grady-3 For a discussion of the relationship of the Estuary Management Project to the 
Fish Habitat Flows and Water Rights Project, please refer to Master Response 
2.1, Relationship to Other Biological Opinion Elements, in Chapter 2, 
Master Responses.  

NA_Grady-4 For a discussion of the relationship of the Estuary Management Project to the 
Fish Habitat Flows and Water Rights Project, please refer to Master Responses 
2.1, Relationship to Other Biological Opinion Elements, in Chapter 2, 
Master Responses. 

NA_Grady-5 For a discussion of the geographic extent of the project area analyzed under the 
Estuary Management Project, please refer to Master Response 2.2, Project 
Description, Impact Areas, and Scope of Analysis, in Chapter 2, Master 
Responses. 

NA_Grady-6  For a discussion of the relationship of the Estuary Management Project to river 
flows, please refer to Master Response 2.1, Relationship to Other Biological 
Opinion Elements, and Master Response 2.4, Water Quality, in Chapter 2, 
Master Responses. 

NA_Grady-7 For discussion of the relationship between barrier beach closures and flow, please 
refer to Master Response 2.1, Relationship to Other Biological Opinion 
Elements, in Chapter 2, Master Responses. 

NA_Grady-8  Refer to Master Response 2.5, Alternatives Analysis, in Chapter 2, Master 
Responses, for a discussion of alternatives, including the Reduced Project 
Alternative, considered in the Draft EIR.  

NA_Grady-9 For a discussion of potential impacts to water quality, please refer to Master 
Response 2.4, Water Quality, in Chapter 2, Master Responses. 
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3. Responses to Comments 

3.3 Responses to Individuals (No Affiliation) Comments 

Barbara Greco Stephens, January 15, 2011 

NA_Greco-1 Commenter’s name and address added to distribution list.  

NA_Greco-2 Commenter is identifying individual uses of the Russian River.  

NA_Greco-3 For a discussion of the relationship of the Estuary Management Project to the 
Fish Habitat Flows and Water Rights Project, please refer to Master 
Response 2.1, Relationship to Other Biological Opinion Elements, in 
Chapter 2, Master Responses.  

NA_Greco-4 For a discussion of the relationship of the Estuary Management Project to the 
Fish Habitat Flows and Water Rights Project, please refer to Master Responses 
2.1, Relationship to Other Biological Opinion Elements, in Chapter 2, 
Master Responses. 

NA_Greco-5 For a discussion of the geographic extent of the project area analyzed under the 
Estuary Management Project, please refer to Master Response 2.2, Project 
Description, Impact Areas, and Scope of Analysis, in Chapter 2, Master 
Responses. 

NA_Greco-6  For a discussion of the relationship of the Estuary Management Project to river 
flows, please refer to Master Response 2.1, Relationship to Other Biological 
Opinion Elements, and Master Response 2.4, Water Quality, in Chapter 2, 
Master Responses. 

NA_Greco-7 For discussion of the relationship between barrier beach closures and flow, please 
refer to Master Response 2.1, Relationship to Other Biological Opinion 
Elements, in Chapter 2, Master Responses. 

NA_Greco-8  Refer to Master Response 2.5, Alternatives Analysis, in Chapter 2, Master 
Responses, for a discussion of alternatives, including the Reduced Project 
Alternative, considered in the Draft EIR.  

NA_Greco-9 For a discussion of potential impacts to water quality, please refer to Master 
Response 2.4, Water Quality, in Chapter 2, Master Responses. 
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3. Responses to Comments 

3.3 Responses to Individuals (No Affiliation) Comments 

Eleanor Greig, January 12, 2011 

NA_Greig-1 Commenter’s name and address added to distribution list.  

NA_Greig-2 Commenter is identifying individual uses of the Russian River. 

NA_Greig-3 For a discussion of the relationship of the Estuary Management Project to the 
Fish Habitat Flows and Water Rights Project, please refer to Master 
Response 2.1, Relationship to Other Biological Opinion Elements, in 
Chapter 2, Master Responses.  

NA_Greig-4 For a discussion of the relationship of the Estuary Management Project to the 
Fish Habitat Flows and Water Rights Project, please refer to Master 
Responses 2.1, Relationship to Other Biological Opinion Elements, in 
Chapter 2, Master Responses. 

NA_Greig-5 For a discussion of the geographic extent of the project area analyzed under the 
Estuary Management Project, please refer to Master Response 2.2, Project 
Description, Impact Areas, and Scope of Analysis, in Chapter 2, Master 
Responses. 

NA_Greig-6  For a discussion of the relationship of the Estuary Management Project to river 
flows, please refer to Master Response 2.1, Relationship to Other Biological 
Opinion Elements, and Master Response 2.4, Water Quality, in Chapter 2, 
Master Responses. 

NA_Greig-7 For discussion of the relationship between barrier beach closures and flow, please 
refer to Master Response 2.1, Relationship to Other Biological Opinion 
Elements, in Chapter 2, Master Responses. 

NA_Greig-8  Refer to Master Response 2.5, Alternatives Analysis, in Chapter 2, Master 
Responses, for a discussion of alternatives, including the Reduced Project 
Alternative, considered in the Draft EIR.  

NA_Greig-9 For a discussion of potential impacts to water quality, please refer to Master 
Response 2.4, Water Quality, in Chapter 2, Master Responses. 
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3. Responses to Comments 

3.3 Responses to Individuals (No Affiliation) Comments 

Robert Guastucci, January 11, 2011 

NA_Guast-1 Commenter’s name and address added to distribution list.  

NA_Guast-2 Commenter is identifying individual uses of the Russian River.  

NA_Guast-3 For a discussion of the relationship of the Estuary Management Project to the 
Fish Habitat Flows and Water Rights Project, please refer to Master 
Response 2.1, Relationship to Other Biological Opinion Elements, in 
Chapter 2, Master Responses. 

NA_Guast-4 For a discussion of the relationship of the Estuary Management Project to the 
Fish Habitat Flows and Water Rights Project, please refer to Master 
Responses 2.1, Relationship to Other Biological Opinion Elements, in 
Chapter 2, Master Responses. 

NA_Guast-5 For a discussion of the geographic extent of the project area analyzed under the 
Estuary Management Project, please refer to Master Response 2.2, Project 
Description, Impact Areas, and Scope of Analysis, in Chapter 2, Master 
Responses. 

NA_Guast-6  For a discussion of the relationship of the Estuary Management Project to river 
flows, please refer to Master Response 2.1, Relationship to Other Biological 
Opinion Elements, and Master Response 2.4, Water Quality, in Chapter 2, 
Master Responses. 

NA_Guast-7 For discussion of the relationship between barrier beach closures and flow, please 
refer to Master Response 2.1, Relationship to Other Biological Opinion 
Elements, in Chapter 2, Master Responses. 

NA_Guast-8  Refer to Master Response 2.5, Alternatives Analysis, in Chapter 2, Master 
Responses, for a discussion of alternatives, including the Reduced Project 
Alternative, considered in the Draft EIR.  

NA_Guast-9 For a discussion of potential impacts to water quality, please refer to Master 
Response 2.4, Water Quality, in Chapter 2, Master Responses. 
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3. Responses to Comments 

3.3 Responses to Individuals (No Affiliation) Comments 

Russian River Estuary Management Project 3.3-164 ESA / 207734.01 
Final Environmental Impact Report July 2011 

Phillip Guidotti, January 13, 2011 

NA_Guido-1 Commenter’s name and address added to distribution list.  

NA_Guido-2 Commenter is identifying individual uses of the Russian River.  

NA_Guido-3 For a discussion of the relationship of the Estuary Management Project to the 
Fish Habitat Flows and Water Rights Project, please refer to Master 
Response 2.1, Relationship to Other Biological Opinion Elements, in 
Chapter 2, Master Responses.  

NA_Guido-4 For a discussion of the relationship of the Estuary Management Project to the 
Fish Habitat Flows and Water Rights Project, please refer to Master 
Responses 2.1, Relationship to Other Biological Opinion Elements, in 
Chapter 2, Master Responses. 

NA_Guido-5 For a discussion of the geographic extent of the project area analyzed under the 
Estuary Management Project please refer to Master Response 2.2, Project 
Description, Impact Areas, and Scope of Analysis, in Chapter 2, Master 
Responses. 

NA_Guido-6  For a discussion of the relationship of the Estuary Management Project to river 
flows, please refer to Master Response 2.1, Relationship to Other Biological 
Opinion Elements, and Master Response 2.4, Water Quality, in Chapter 2, 
Master Responses. 

NA_Guido-7 For discussion of the relationship between barrier beach closures and flow, please 
refer to Master Response 2.1, Relationship to Other Biological Opinion 
Elements, in Chapter 2, Master Responses. 

NA_Guido-8  Refer to Master Response 2.5, Alternatives Analysis, in Chapter 2, Master 
Responses, for a discussion of alternatives, including the Reduced Project 
Alternative, considered in the Draft EIR. 

NA_Guido-9 For a discussion of potential impacts to water quality, please refer to Master 
Response 2.4, Water Quality, in Chapter 2, Master Responses. 
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