
SONOMA COUNTY WATER AGENCY 
INDUSTRIAL WASTE DIVISION 

 
REQUEST FOR ONE TIME GROUNDWATER DISCHARGE 

 
GENERAL INFORMATION 

 
1. Name of Generator:       
 Assessor’s Parcel Number:            

 Address of Generation Site:  

 Street:       

 City:            State:          Zip:        

 

2. Business Mailing Address: 
 Street or PO Box:        

 City:            State:          Zip:       

 

3. Name/Address of Environmental Consultant (Contact): 
 Name:              Title:       

 Address:       

 City:              State:         Zip:        

 Phone #:       

 

4. Description of Operation Generating Wastewater:  (Attach Separate Sheets, If Necessary): 
       

 

 Approximate Volume of Discharge:       
 Description of Proposed Method of Treatment:       
 

  

THE INDUSTRIAL WASTE DIVISION MUST BE NOTIFIED 24 HOURS IN ADVANCE OF DISCHARGE 
(707) 526-5370 

RESULTS OF STATE CERTIFIED LABORATORY ANALYSES FOR BTEX, TPH (GAS), TPH (DIESEL), MTBE (LOW 
LEVEL), AND/OR TTO (EPA 601, 602) MUST BE ATTACHED.  BOD AND TSS RESULTS REQUIRED FOR DISCHARGE 
OVER 2000 GALLONS.  FOR MULTI-CONTAINER DISCHARGES REPRESENTATIVE TEST SAMPLES MUST BE 
PROVIDED. 

 
CERTIFICATION 

 
This document and all attachments were prepared under my direction or supervision in accordance with a system designed to 
assure that qualified personnel properly gather and evaluate the information submitted.  Based on my inquiry of the person or 
persons who manage the system, or those persons directly responsible for gathering the information, the information submitted 
is, to the best of my knowledge and belief, true, accurate, and complete.  I am aware that there are significant penalties for 
submitting false information, including the possibility of fine and imprisonment for knowing violations.  I declare under penalty of 
perjury under the laws of the State of California that the foregoing is true and correct. 
 
 
Signature Responsible Person/Title:      Date: 
 
THIS DOCUMENT MUST BE SIGNED BY THE MOST RESPONSIBLE PERSON OF THE COMPANY.  THIS INCLUDES THE OWNER, PRESIDENT, 
CORPORATE OFFICER, OR ANY OTHER REPRESENTATIVE OF THE ORGANIZATION IN A DECISION MAKING CAPACITY.  THE PERSON SIGNING 
THIS DOCUMENT IS LEGALLY RESPONSIBLE FOR ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED HEREIN, AND BECOMES LIABLE FOR ANY AND ALL FUTURE 
ENFORCEMENT ACTIONS RELATED TO THIS INFORMATION. 
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Sonoma County Water Agency 
Standard Conditions for Discharging Groundwater 

 
 
Sonoma County Sanitation District Ordinance No. 56, Section 6.05 K provides 
the authority to issue a discharge permit for the temporary discharge of 
groundwater. The general conditions required for discharging ground water to the 
sanitary sewer system are as follows: 
 
 
Permit Fee and Sewer Service Charges: 

 
• The permittee is required to pay a one-time Temporary Discharge 

Permit and administrative fee of $250.00.  
 

• A non-resettable meter installed on the discharge line is required to 
measure the volume of groundwater discharged to the sanitary sewer. 
The meter readings shall be reported to the District at the end of each 
month. 

 
• The Permittee shall be billed on the Equivalent Single-Family Dwelling 

Billing Unit (ESD) for the Sonoma Valley County Sanitation District. 
These calculations shall be based on the BOD and TSS sample 
analyses of the final treated effluent, and the total gallons discharged. 

 
 
Allowable Flow Rate 
 

• The allowable discharge flow rate shall not exceed 7 gallons per minute 
unless authorized by the District. 

 
• At no time shall the discharge flow rate exceed the capacity of the sanitary 

sewer lines, nor shall it cause operational problems at the treatment plant 
or allow sediment to be discharged to the sanitary sewer. 

 
 
General Standards 
 

• All pretreatment equipment and flow meters utilized shall be 
maintained in proper working order. 

• Sediment strainers may be required to prevent the excessive discharge 
of solids to the sanitary sewer. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Standard Conditions for Discharging Groundwater 
 
Treatment and Testing Prior to Discharge: 
Prior to authorizing the discharge of the groundwater to the sanitary sewer 
system, compliance with the discharge standards set for in Resolution No. 98-
0140, Limitations of Wastewater Strength (copy attached) must be 
demonstrated. 
 
Treatment & Testing for Contaminated Groundwater 

• Contaminated groundwater shall be processed through an approved 
treatment system for a minimum three (3) hour period. The entire 
volume of treated ground water shall be contained in a storage tank.  

 
The system shall then be shut down and a representative sample of 
the treated groundwater shall be collected and analyzed for the 
parameters listed in Table A, Initial Monitoring Requirements. All 
testing shall be performed by a California state certified laboratory. 

 
• A copy of the laboratory report for this initial sampling shall be provided 

to the District for review. No further processing, discharge or 
transport of the groundwater shall be performed until the 
analytical laboratory report for the initial monitoring is submitted 
to and approved by the District.   

 
• If the laboratory report demonstrates compliance with the discharge 

limits, authorization to begin system operation and discharge to the 
sanitary sewer shall be provided by the District. If compliance is not 
achieved, the groundwater may be re-treated and re-analyzed or it may 
be hauled off by a licensed waste hauler. 

 
Treatment & Testing for Clean (non-contaminated) Groundwater 
 

• The groundwater shall be pumped directly into a holding tank to allow 
for any sediment to settle at the bottom of the tank. 

• A representative sample of the groundwater shall be collected and 
analyzed for the parameters listed in Table A, Initial Monitoring 
Requirements. All testing shall be performed by a California state 
certified laboratory. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Standard Conditions for Discharging Groundwater 
 

• If the laboratory report demonstrates compliance with the discharge 
limits, authorization to begin system operation and discharge to the 
sanitary sewer shall be provided by the District. If compliance is not 
achieved, the groundwater may be treated and re-analyzed or it may 
be hauled off by a licensed waste hauler. 

 
Continued Testing and Monitoring 
 

• After receiving authorization to discharge, the permittee may begin 
processing and discharging the groundwater either through the 
treatment system or from the holding/settling tank to the sanitary 
sewer.   

• To verify continued compliance, representative samples of the ground-
water discharge shall be collected at a frequency to be determined by 
the District (for example, one sample for every 25,000 gallons 
discharged).  

• The permittee shall sample and analyze the groundwater as outlined in 
Table B. Analytical reports shall be faxed or emailed to the District’s 
Environmental Compliance Inspector for review. 

• If any parameter exceeds the District’s discharges limits, the treatment 
system in use shall be shut down and all discharge to the sanitary 
sewer shall immediately cease.   

• In case of shut down due to discharge violation or other emergency, 
the District must be notified immediately by calling Environmental 
Compliance Inspector. 

 
Contact Information: 
For permit application, reporting and emergency notification contact: 

Susan Keach 
Environmental Compliance Inspector 

Sonoma County Water Agency 
Office: (707) 521-1820 
Cell:   (707) 975-5613 
Fax:   (707) 523-4322 

24 Hour Emergency Desk: (707) 523-1070 
 
 
 
 
Standard Conditions for Discharging Groundwater 

 



 
Table A 

Initial Monitoring Requirements 
 

 
Parameter 

 
Approved 
Methods 

 
Required Detection 

Limits 

 
Discharge Limits 

 
BOD 405.1 <5.0 mg/L 1200 mg/L 

TSS 160.2 <1.0 mg/L 1300 mg/L 

COD 410.4 <5.0 mg/L  2000 mg/L 

pH 150.1 NA 5.5 to 10.0 units 

TPH (gas) 8015 <0.05 mg/L Non Detect 

TPH (diesel) 8015 <0.05 mg/L Non Detect 

TPH (motor oil) 8015 <0.100 mg/L Non-Detect 

BTEX 8260 or 8021 <0.0005 mg/L Non Detect 

Arsenic 200.9 <0.002 mg/L NA  

Cadmium 200.7 <0.001 mg/L NA 

Chromium 200.7 <0.002 mg/L NA 

Copper 200.7 <0.002 mg/L NA 

Lead 200.9 <0.002 mg/L NA 

Mercury 245.1 <0.0002 mg/L NA 

Nickel 200.7 <0.002 mg/L NA 

Selenium 200.9 <0.005 mg/L NA 

Silver 200.9 <0.0002 mg/L NA 

Zinc 200.7 <0.010 mg/L NA 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Standard Conditions for Discharging Groundwater 

 



 
Table B 

Compliance Sampling and Monitoring Requirements 
 

 
(1) Sampling frequency may be modified by the District. 
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Parameter Required 
Sampling 

Frequency 

Analytical 
Method 

Detection 
Limit 

(mg/L) 

SCWA Limit 
(mg/L) 

pH One sample per  
20,000 gallons 
discharged (1) 

EPA 150.1 NA 5.5-10.0 units 

TPH-gas EPA 8015 <0.05 Non-Detect 

TPH-diesel EPA 8015 <0.05 Non-Detect 

TPH-motor oil EPA 8015 <0.100 Non-Detect 

BTEX EPA 8260 <0.0005 Non-Detect 

Flow Continuous NA NA 7 gpm 
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